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The map included as an Appendex shows the follawingléz

the planned areas of operation of the Tth Air Division and the 22d
Infantry Division; the landing areas of the two divisions east of the Rhine
and their joint approach course for the air landing operation; and the ten-
tative sdvence routes of the Eighteenth and Sixth Armies, as well as -- of
even greater imkSétance -- that of the Jth Penser Division, which was to
be the first to remch and relieve the Air Landing Corps.
Even at first glance, this plam evokes the following eritical comments:
1) The fact that the Tth Air Division was assigned to the point of
main effort was clearly in keeping with the fundamental strategy responsible
for the employment of the Air Landing Corps in Fortress Holland; a8 a
preliminary step, it was necessary to take the bridges leading into For-
tress Holland in order that the "fortress" might be seized from within;
the next step, necessary to permit the Army operations towards the south
(i.e. into Belgium), planned to follow the capture of Fortress Holland,
. was to occupy the most important Dutch river orossings and to keep them
firmly in German hands.
In other words, the delineation of the missions assigned to the Tth
Adr Divigion had been based on purely military deliberations.
2) In contrast, the employment of the 22d Infantry Division origina-
ted from the desire to attain a purely political goal ordered by Hitler -~
the seigure of & government which, after the morning of 10 lMay 1940, had

every right to consider itself

16 - See Appendix 43.
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"hostile", and theclimination of any and all factors conducive to effective
leadership by the state, the population, and the armed forces.

Quite spart from the fact that this political goal could not be achie-
ved, since it was doomed to failure from the standpoint of its military
feasibility, the commitment of an entire division -- and a particularly
valuable divisgion, at that -- right et the beginning represented a waste
of forces which could have been utilized to far better effect under the
circumstances prevailing elsewhere on the offensive front. If Foriress
Holland was eliminated as a factor of strategic significance, then it was
irrelevant what happened to Dutch political leadership, which, in any case,
would have been neutralized by the military success of the enemy.

3) From the vantage point of the overall situation, as reflected by
Appendix 43, the air landing action, which was to be developed parallel to
the front line of the Belpien Army, entailed a decided risk. It could
gucceed only if the following anticipated factors should turm out as planned:

a) the successful outcome of the Eighteenth Army's breakthrough
and advance through the Dutch fortifications line

b) the prompt sdvance (within three days) of the 9th Panser Divi-
gion to relieve the Air Landing Corps

¢) the failure to sct on the part of the Belgian forces facing the
Sixth Army

d) the lack of any ememy support in northern France

e) the insctivity of the Allied air forces.

Realization of every single ome of the above conditions was imperative.
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III. Accomplisfiment of the Air Tanding Totiom
The offensive in the West began at 0535 on 10 May 1940 slong the
entire front.

The air landing opon;:l.on sgainst Fortress Holland, planned with ex-
emplary care and admirable imagination by General Student, ran with clock-
like precision -- as long as it remained in the air.

The attack units under the commend of the Special Duty General, or at
least those elements which were fully capable of instrument flight, flew
in from the sea and took Fortress Holland completely by surprise. By means
of intensive bombardment they succeeded in eliminating the Dutch security
forces and other antiaircraft defense forces from the airfields selected
as landing bases for the Luftwaffel!. They also bombed known Dutch fighter
bases in order to eliminate the danger of enemy defensive operatioms in the
air, and were highly successful in ubilizing their dive-bombers to attack
the enemy bunkers at the Moerdjik bridgehead in order to pin down the
forces holding it.

The units assigned to the Second Fighter Commander (Jaffi 2) were given
the sole mission of providing air cover for the air transport action and
the air landing itself. A carefully calculated schedule guaranteed an un-

interrupted air umbrells over the transport units while they were in flight.

In reality, however, owing to the vast extent of the

17 - These were Waalhaven, near Rotterdam, for the Tth Air Divisionm, and
Valkenburg, Ypenburg, and Ockenburg, surrounding The Hague, for the
224 Infantry Division.
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enemy territory involved, the mumber of transport aircraft to be protected
and their distribution among several waves, and the numerical inadequacy
of the availeble single-engine and twin-engine fighter units, this "um-
brella" could ‘n.?omn than a rather thin veil.

The air transport action, carried out under cover provided by the
above-mentioned fighter veil, went off according %o plan. DBecause of the
shortage of air transport space, the maneuver had to be repeated in & mum-
ber of waves. The approach route lay just sbout equidistant from Nymwegen
and Armheim, end followed the course of the Wasl towards tlewest; east
of Rotterdam it @lit off towards the two planned landing aroula.

The air transport undertaking as such was accomplished exactly as
planned; hot a single enemy fighter put in an sppearance; favorable
weather conditions mede it possible for the aircraft to maintain the
course and sltitudes sssigned; and the enemy antiaircraft artillery fire,
in any case sporadic, was completely without effect. The landing areas
were reached without any losses whatsoever.

The real troubles did not begin until the landing force was dropped
or set down, as the case might be, at its designated landing points -~
to find itself in the midst of an enemy who had been warned of what was
coming and was prnpa.ro@ to defend himself.

Nevertheless, the Tth Air Division succeeded in carrying out its

mission in the southern operational area in slmost all respects, albeit

with losses.

18 - See the mmp in Appendix 43.
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The action of the 22d Infentry Divieion in The Hague was a failure, with
even heavier losses.

The general outlines of the two operations were as follows:

A, erati ez of the 7ih Zir Diyision

1. The only air landing action to succeed 100% in Holland was the

coup de main-like capture of the two bridges at Moerdijk. In part because
the Dutech bridge sentries had been psychologically deeply shaken by & German
dive-bomber atta ¢k which had just taken place, the paratroopers succeeded
in preventing the enemy from blowing up the bridges end in establishing and
holding bridgehesds on both sides of the river.

For two reasons, this victory was of great significance for the further
course of operations:

a) advance elements of the German Army, coming up from the south,
were to penetrate into Fortress Hollamd via these bridges in order to re=
lieve the Air Landing Corps’’

b) these bridges were to serve as links in the Army supply line
towards the south, once Holland had been completely ocoupied and the plan~
ned operations in Belgium and northern France brought to a successful con-
clusion.

2. The second operational area assigned to the Tth Air Division was
the region around Dordrecht. Here, too, the bridges were taken success-

fully. As for the rest, however,

19 - The railway bridge was 5,900 ft. long and the highway bridge 4,600 ft.
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the relatively weak German element was barely able to hold its own against
strong enemy forces. For the time being, at any rate, coordinated opera-
tions with the German units in the Rotterdam area were ocut of the ques=-
tion.

3. The point of main effort for the 7th Air Division lay in the
area of Rotterdan.

To begin with, both the paratrooper jump and the air landing on the
heavily protected and stubbornly defended airfield at Waalhaven succeeded --
a failure at this point would have placed the entire operatiom in jeopardy,
gince Waalhaven was the only available airfield far and wide which was
capable of accomodating the subsequent air transport waves as well as the
later supply flights.

After heavy fighting and at the cost of serious losses, the German
invaders also managed to capture the bridge over the lMeuse at Hotterdam
itgelf, the actual goal of the operation. There were only a few German
forces available, however, to take over the establishment of this morthern
bridgehead, since the ndor:lt.y were pinned down by enemy fire south of
the bridgehead. The bridge itself acquired the status of a kind of no
men's land, since it was useless to both sides.

B, The Operationsl Zres of the 2238 IaTentry Division (fiir Tending)

There were difficulties here from the very beginning. For example,
the pa.rl‘brooperlzo failed to land at their sssigned target areas, and the
gir landings on the airfields located around The Hague were failures to

& greater or lesser degree.

20 - The Division had been strengthened by the assignment of one paratroop-
er battalion from the Tth Air Division.
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The 22d Infantry Division, too, had encountered an enemy prepared to ofifer
resistance. The difficulties already inherent in the situation were aug-
mented by the fact that the three airfields were far less well-equipped
than anticipated, being totally unsuited to accomodate heavily laden
machines.

The result wasthat the advance elements of the 224 Infantry Division
(parachute as well as air landing forces) were tied down immedigtely in
heavy fighting on the ground. A good many of the transport sireraft crash-
ed and blocked the landing fields with their wreckage, so that the planned
subgequent waves of aireraft had to be cancelled.

By the evening of 10 May, only about one-fourth of the total landing
forece had actuslly been landed, at fourteen different points. The Division
wes hopelessly dissipated, unified leadership was impossible, and there
wes no chamnel of communication to the Air Landing Corps.

By noon of the first day of operations, it was clear that the under-
taking of the 22d Infentry Division was & tactical failure, and a failure
which had cost the German forces heavy losses.

At the same time, however, it must be accounted a success from the
point of view of strategy. For the 22d Infantry Division had landed right
in the middle of the Duteh Army reserves (the Dutch I Army Corps, standing
by on alert) and was thus containing three enemy divisions.

The hard-pressed infantry troops fighting around The Hague, however,

knew nothing of these developments.
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Iv. ¢ Situstion on the Ev of 10

The mission assigned to the Tth Air Division had been fulfilled to a
large extent, the most important bridges were in German hands. The three
assault groups had still not made contact with one snother; the command
post, utiliged by both the Commanding General and the Commander of the
Division, was just south of Rotterdam. There was no communication at all
with the 22d Infantry Division. Duteh counterattacks were in progress on
all sides.

The single airfield at Waalhaven had been so badly damaged by ground
artillery fire and & raid by British bombers that it could hardly be used.
As a result the problem of bringing in supplies and reinforcements was
highly aocute, and rendered even more so by the fact that the loss in
transport capacity was a good deal greater and more serious than had been
anticipated.

Thus -- in spite of the successes achieved -- the situation was criti-
eal., Its solution depended upon whether and how soon the advance Army
elements would be able to contact the landing force on the ground. Even
under the most favorable conditions, this could not be expected to happen
for at least two days. On the other hand, there was a very real danger that
the Anglo=-French forces advancing towards Belgium might dispatch an assault
element to relieve the bridgehead position from the south. It was also a
matter of grave concern just when the Dutch Army, organized for its counter-
atteck in the meantime, would launch its operations from the south.

The mission assigned to the 22d Infantry Division was a complete fail-

ure.

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958




THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED TAW EO12958

109

The three girfields st which the first troops had been landed had already
been recaptured by the Dutch in a series of counterattacks. The task
forces which had been landed along the coast, now widely dissipated and
without unified leadership, were fighting for their very lives.

The division commander had gathered the scattered elements of his
division and wss engaged in combat south of The Hague. Here he received
& radio order -- the only possible kind of order under the circumstances --
from the Second Air Fleet to sbandon the mission against The Hague and to
fight his way south in order to cut off Hotterdam from the north, thus
coordinating his efforts with those of the Tth Air Divisionm.

The overall situation was extremely criftical as of the late evening
of the first day of the attack:

from the south == assaults by enemy motorized forces against the
bridges of Moerdijk were expected momentarily;

from the north -- the numerically superior enemy was pressing
hard on the heels of the 22d Infantry Division forces withdrawing towasds
Rotterdam;

from the east -- Dutch divisions, after having given up the
Ijessel position under pressure exerted by the Eighteenth Army and probably
in part under the influence of the Cerman air landing, were now advancing
slong the Waal towards Fortress Holland;

in the west -- was the sea.

The German forces could no longer count on reinforcements of any great

strength,

—

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958




THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

110

inasmuch as all the sirfields were in enemy hands and so much transport
capacity had been lost. Only a few troops could still be landed on the
Dordrecht-Rotterdam asutobahn.

There was little hope of support from the air, i.e. from the forces of
the Special Duty General, since the front line rummning through the northern
as well as the southern battlefield was so unpredictably irregulaer and so
subject to sudden changes that it was extremely difficult, if not impossible,
to carry out attacks from the air without endangering the German troops.

A pumber of individual, highly effective attacks ordered by General
Student succeeded in bringing some relief by dint of destroying more remote
enemy targets such as active artillery batteries, assembly areas used by
reserve troops, ete.

The command of the Air Landing Corps had been more or less eliminated.
The corps and division commander (a single individual), who had moved his
headquarters during the night from Rotterdam to Dordrecht, could no longer
exercise direct command over any but the groups fighting in his immediate
vicinity. He had no influence over the 22d Infantry Division.

V. Dexe ;9 Sitas ap Yo
During the course of 11 May, the situation was building up to a crisis.
During the night, the airfield at Waalhaven had been under continuous at-

tack by British bombers, and German aircraft could
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take off and land only one at a time.

Enemy pressure on the bridges in Rotterdam grew so heavy that General
Student even considered giving them up.

Dutch forces had broken through in the vicinity of Dordrecht and were
trying to recapture the bridges, so that the last German reserves had to
be thrown into action at this point. They were all tied down in the town
of Dordrecht in heavy street fighting, which lasted until the capitulation
on 15_ May.

The paratrooper battalion which had landed near the bridges at Moer-
dijk was encircled from all sides by enemy troops.

The situastion in the northern area of operations was no better than
in the south. The combat force under General Graf Sponneck, fighting
northwest of Rotterdam, was also surrounded by the enemy. A mumber of
air attacks were undertaken, but failed to bring any noticeable relief.

While the tactical situation of the Air Landing Corps in Fortress
Holland grew steadily worse, the strategic status of the air landing op-
eration was also rapidly approaching & grave crisis.

As had been anticipated, a strong motorized force of the French Army
was under way via Antwerp in the direction of Breda, representing a serious

threat to the entire air landing operation irom the south.
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Although the air units of the Special Duty General had so far been
unable to contribute any effective tactical support to the hard-pressed
troops on the ground or to provide any noticeable relief for them, they
now found their "drategic mission" cut out for them. German reconnais-
sance hed discovered the threat approaching from the south in good time,
and all the groups of the 4th Bomber Wing, as well as elements from the
fighter wings, concentrated on low and high-altitude attacks which suc-
ceeded completely in frustrating the enemy attempt to combat the air land-
ing operation from the rear. The attempt was not repeated.

Thus the race between the fast German troops advancing from the east
and the French motorized units hurrying up from the southwest was decided.
The air landing operation had been saved strategically -- now all it had
to do was to succeed tactically.

On 12 May the crisis subsided. The reconnaissance battalion of the
9th Panger Division, which had advanced along the left wing of the Eight-
eenth Army, managed to make contact in the early afternoon with the para-
troopers at the Moerdijk bridges.

On 13 May the msjority of the 9th Panger Division arrived at the
bridges, secured them against the south, and moved on towards Dordrecht.

The Division reached the area south of Rotterdam sometime during the

night of 13/14 May.
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The situation was saved.

By dint of joint Army-luftwaffe operations, the tactical situation
around Dordrecht and south of Rotterdam was restored.

Quite properly, the Tth Air Division == the "iir Landing Corps" had
ceased to exist some days ago for all practical purposes -- was mede sub-
ordinate to the 9th Panzer Division for the following joint ground oper-
ations.

VI. Retterdsm s Bembed

The mission assigned to the 9th Panzer Division, to which not only
the Tth Air Division but also the newly arrived "SS-Leibstandarte Adolf
Hitler" had been made subordinate, was to push on through Rotterdam on
14 May and then to continue its main sdvance towards Utrecht, while di-
verting a smaller force to The Hague.

The first step in the accomplishment of this mission was to take the
city of Rotterdam, which was defended by infantry troope posted in the
houses along the northern bank of the Nieu lass and by a numerically
superior and heavily armed Dutch Army force, by storm. The majority of
Rotterdam's citizens had been evacuated, and. the center of the city had
been declared a fortress.

The attack was to begin on 14 May, at 1530. The Army, in the person

of the newly arrived commending general of the XXXIX Corps, General-
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leutnant Schmidt, was in charge of the operation. After conferring with
him, CGeneral Student transmitted from his command post a radio message to
the Second Air Fleet headquarters, requesting support and fire preparation
for the contemplated assault from the units of the Special Duty General.
The air attack was slated to begin at 1445.

Before this time, one more attempt was made by an intermediary to
persuade the Rotterdam garrison to surrender the city peaceably. Negotia-
tions were delayed for a number of different reasons.

During the interim, the 54th Bomber Wing (approximately 100 airoraft),
which had been assigned to carry out the softening attack and which had
been made subordinate to the Special Duty General for the duration of this
misgion, was getting ready to take off from its sirfields in the Bremen-
Miingter area. Before the take-off, the Wing staff was given actailed in-
structions to the effect that capitulation negotiations were still in pro-
gress and that therefore the Wing must be able to be reached by radio until
the very last minute. As an added precaution, the pilots were to watch
for red signal flares as they approached the city, for these would mean
that Rotterdam was not to be bombarded. These precautions seemed adequate
to ensure the avoidance of a no longer necessary attack even at the last
minute.

Following its orders to the letter;, the Wing took off on schedule for

Rotterdam.
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What was happening on the ground in the meantime, the course of the
surrender negotiations, the deploying of ground forces for the attack,
the desperate attempts to reach the 54th Bomber Wing in time once the city
had capitulsted, and the partial accomplishment of the bomber mission --
all of this has been described in such great detail by competent author-
ities that there isg no need of our repeating it hmzl.

The actual result of the air attack on Rotterdam was not the capitu-
lation of the city == for this had already been achieved by negotiation --
but rather the capitulation of the Duteh Army which followed on its heels,

The superfluous air attack on Rotterdam interjected a false note
into the victorious, and hitherto fairly conducted battles for Fortress
Holland., The destruction of the center of Rotterdam was a tragedy, be-
cauge it was not necessary.

It was inevitable that the destruction of the core of Rotterdam

should provide the enemy with a motivation for hate-filled accusations

. of Germany's barbaric love of destruction. First "Warsaw"+

21 = There are two sourcea which are considered authoritative in their
detailed desoription of these events: 1) Kesselring's book, and 2)
the study by Pissin (see footmote 3). The author of the present
study has questioned carefully the individuals concerned in the in-
cident, sbove all the former coumander of the 54th Bomber Wing, the
Special Duty General, and his chief. The results are contained in
Pissin's study, to which the reader is referred for further details.
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and then "Rotterdam"!? OSueh accusations were to be expected in view of the
peychological atmosphere provoked by the war as well as for reasons of
war propaganda. To a certain extent, they are even alive toiq'zz.

For thig reason, within the framework of this study it seems necessary
to underline thosge aspects of internstional law which must be congidered
by any military man in his evaluation of the "Rotterdam affair”.

However, before we begin this discussion, there is a question which
must be asked: why did the Allies never bring forward a legally-founded
accusation because of Rotterdam after the war? Why was no one penaliszed
on the strength of his participation in this affeir? Rotterdam figured
neither in the war criminal proceedings against Feldmarschall Kesselring
nor in those against Goering; nor was any accusation brought forward
ageinst General Student, the Luftwaffe representative responsible for op-
erations in Holland. All three of these men might well have been accused
of being "responsible" for what happened.

. The answer to these gquestions is provided by the names of countless
German cities which were bombed by the Allies without any military justi-

fication whatsoever in attacks which resulted in terrifically high losses

22 - This statement is substantiated by the "Kommentaren der USAF gur Stu-
die 152" (Commentary on Study No. 152 by the USAF), dated July 1956
(Karlsruhe Document Collection), in which it is regquested that this
study delve into such aspects as "the reasons behind the decision for
mass destruction (specifically in the case of Rotterdam)."

—
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among the eivilian population, attacks which can be described by no other
term than mass destruction. Let one name suffice for the rest -- Dresden!

As regarde the "Rotterdam affair", the situation was clearly as fol-
lows: The center of the city was defended by militery forces -- completely
pointlessly under the prevailing circumstances. In other words, the Dutch
Arny had turned an open city into a defended fcu."‘-':-eu23 .

Up to that point it was perfectly clear under international law that
& defended city had to accept the consequences of such defense, in other
words it had to expect that it would be subjected to softening artillery
attacks designed to prepare it to be taken by storm. A glance at the map
of Rotterdam north and south of the Maas, however, makes it clear that
artillery forces could not possibly achieve the requisite degree of ef-
fectiveness. In the air age, it was obvious that in & situation of this
kind the vertical artillery, i.e. the bombers, were bound to be employed.

That this vertical artillery was not employed in order to destroy
the eity's civilian population, but in accordance with purely tactical
requirements in an attempt to eliminate the Dutch ground defenses, is
substantiated in full by the target maps contained in the two sources
lont:lonod24. As g matter of fact, the sireraft of the 54th Bomber Wing

turned in a very exact performance. The fact that the effects of the at-

tack spread over

2% - See Dr. Spetzler's monograph, prepared from the point of view of
miflitary law, in Appendix 44.

24 - Kesselring, op. cit., page 76. The target map is included in this
study as Appendix 45.
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large sections of the city was due not to the poor aim of the German bomb-
er pilots but to the inebility of the Dutch garrison and the civil author-
ities to limit the fires caused by the bombardment.

There remains the reproach that the air attack was carried out while
capitulation negotiations were in progress and even after they had been
concluded. In this case it is not "evil human intentions" which are to
blame, but rather “technological deficiency®. The descriptions contained
in the two sources, as well as the information obtained by the author of
the present study during interviews with the persons concerned, prove
beyond any doubt that German leaders did everything in their power to
stop the air attack after the aircraft had already taken off. That their
efforts failed must be attributed to chronological factors, technological
deficiency, and poor vieibility at the target mo.25.

The fate of Rotterdam was subject to the unpredictable vagaries of
any war. The attempt to assign the “responsibility" for it to any indi-

vidual or group of individuals can be based only on lack of kmowledge of

the prevailing circumstances.

25 - The "Rotterdam affair" is a thoroughly typical example of the effects
of these factors. In its target approach on Rotterdam, the 54th Bomb-
er Wing had ordered its aircreft to retract their trailing antennas ==
in sccordance with standard procedure. As a result, the first squa-
drons were not in contact with the ground radic and -- released their
bombs. The following squadrons still had their antennas in action
and were thus able to cateh the countermand of the original order and
to change their course in time. It was & matter of a fraction of a
gecond., Visibility for the two waves was quite different; the first
squadrons were prevented by smoke and dust from spotting the signal
flares, while the second wave was able to make them out.

_—— ==
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Perhaps it would have been propitious if the Germans themselves had
instituted "ecourt martial" proceedings against the allegedly "guilty par-
ties" in May 1940 once they recognized the furor, fanned by propaganda,
whioh was spreading abroad! However, at that time the findings of such

& court would have convinced neither the enemy nor the world publie. For
the world was at war!

It is to be hoped that some future historian may weigh justly the
problems of guilt and fate, unhampered by anger or resentment, in order
to arrive at the truth.

VII. Commsnd

The suocess or failure of & tactical undertaking such as a large-
scale operation can make or break the reputation of the military commander
in charge. And this is quite as it should be. The transition from "hurrah"
to "lynch him" often hangs by a single thread.

Success alone is decisive. And it was natural that the tangible
strategic success of the air landing operation should far outshine the
tactical failures which marked the course of the operation. For three
whole days, the success of the action hung by a thread -=- and a very thin
thread at that.

It is. the mission of historical evaluation to deseribe mistakes frank-

1y, in order to prevent their recurrence -- ingofar as the present world
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is willing to learn from history.

In this particular case, however, our criticism does not affect the
commander of the overall undertaking, Gemeraloberst Student, personally;
in view of the conditions under which he had to operate, Student prepared
and accomplished the air landing operation as best he could. Our eriti-
cism is directed rather at the system of command in effect at that time,
& system born of a number of different currents of thought and influence.

In Section 3, I, of this Chapter, the examination of the "chain of
command and organization of forcu"z6 has already given rise(;%)urdtio-l
remarks which =- at that point -- were based only on the theoretical
gtructure of the command organization.

But the practical execution of the sir landing operation exceeded by
far the reservations expressed in that oriticism.

It cannot be denmied that, in the actual accomplishment of the operation,
neither gemuine tactical thinking nor strategic planning played any real
part.

It is true that the body of experience gained from the employment of
paratrooper and air landing units during the previous course of the war
was matively small; nevertheless, this employment had brought a certain
amount of theoretical knowledge. Above all it should have led to clear
recognition of the fact that a tight concentration of all the elements
participating in en air landing operation under a single, unified command

was & sine qua non for its success.

26 - See Appendix 42.
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However, as is indicated by the chain of command in effect on 10 May
1940, this requirement was not given requisite consideration.

The identification of commanding general and division commander in one
person -- and thig in a situation in which neither command post was ade-
quately equipped with signal communications facilities for the transmission
of orders -- resulted in the elimination of the commgnding general as such
on the very first day. Consequently, in his remaining capacity as division
commander, his influence was limited to the tactical units operating in
the area whose sctivity he could follow personally, in other words in an
ares in which he himself might be commanding & mumber of battalions. But
this was not really his mission.

Ideally the commanding general should have had his command post in
the rear, so that he could direct the operations of his two air landing
divisions at long range, while directing the employment of his flying
units, both "air assault" and "air cover" units, at short range, depending
upon the developments in the sir and ground situation.

Once the ground situation in the enemy territory had been clarified,
then would have been the time to move the command post responsible for
overall operational orders forward into the operational area.

But in any event, ome prerequisite for effective command both at long
and at short range is adequate commnications facilities (im this case,
radio and sireraft), not only for the commend element (the corps) but also

for the fighting
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troops (divisions). The obvious lack of a commnications system capable
of functioning smoothly under ell conditions meant that the air landing
operation had to get along without & unified and tightly-knit command from
the very begimning.

If ths commanding general was to be responsible for directing the
early stages of the operation from the rear, then it was all the more im-
portant that the Tth Air Divisiom, out in fromt, should have had its own
commander and operations staff.

If, however, the commanding general should decide to direct operations
from the advance position =- as was the case in Holland -- then an energe-
tic deputy, srmed with adequate authority, was urgently needed in the rear
in order to regulate the employment of the air assault units and air cover
units in secordance with the plans and directions of the commanding gene-
ral and, above all, to schedule the commitment of the air transport units
in bringing up troops and supplies.

Not a single one of these requirements was met by the command system
actually used. Nor was there any way in which their lack could be com-
pensated for by improvisationm.

It is easily understandable from both the human and military points
of view that General Student should have wished to take over the tactical
command at the "front" -- which he carried out with exemplary personal
initiative. But the result was that, by so doing, he eliminated himself

a8 strategic commander of the oper:tionzr.

27 - The sathor!s views in this connection are substantiated, though some-
what more csutiously, by Feldmarschall Kesselring (op. cit., page 72),
at that time commander in chief of the Second Air Fleet.
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A further inevitable result was that the Second Alr Fleei, as superior
headquarters, was forced to intervene more and more in the detailed conduct
of the air landing operation, without being adequately oriented on the de-
tailed developments at the scene of action and without always being in a
position to intervene effectively. By the time the Second Air Fleet inter-
vened in the "Rotterdam affsir", it was already too late.

Reviewing the situation critically, one comes to the conclusion that
the command system broke down in the case of the air landing in Holland,
not because of personal inadequacy but because of the obvious defects in
the command organization itself.

It has proved to be one of the prerequisites for the proper €onduct
of an air landing operation that the officer in charge be familiar with
the methods of employment of both the armed forces branches involved.

This prerequisite was fully met in the case of General Student.

In the lower echelons, however, this was not always the case! The
7th Air Division (including the Army's 16th Intantry Regiment) had become
accustomed to working with the aetive air transport units of the Luftwaffe,
and the coordination between these two elements functioned smoothly.

In the case of the Army's 224 Infantry Division (Air Lending), the
situation was considerably less favorable; +the regiments of this Division
had not been given adequate training or practice to fit them for their
role as an air landing force. And the 2d Special Duty Bomber Wing, assigned

to provide air transport services for the 224 Infamiry Division, had
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hed just as little training and practice. The Special Duty Wing was made
up of aircraft and crews recruited at the last minute from the pilot
training schools and the Lufthansa. It had had no practice whatsoever
designed to fit it for its mission, and was entirely without any point
of contact with its "passengers". No matter how efficient and experienced
the commanders and the pilots of the Wing were, and how ready for action
and well-prepared for tactical ground operations the Army's air lundiu.
units were, the difference between the results achieved by the Tth Air
Division and those achieved by the 22d Iafantry Division (Air Landing)
was undoubtedly due in great part to the fact that the two divisions were
fundamentally different in respect to their previous training and exper-
ience.

And this in turn implies the requirement that the air transport units
and the ground operation units to be transported must refiresent a single
entity, an entity which can develop only as a result of long coordination.
Moreover, experience has shown that the air transport units must be made
subordinate to the tactical commander of the ground operation for the
duration of their joint action.

This presupposes that the tactical commanders of the ground operation
must be so well trained in "air force matters" that they are thoroughly
familiar with the conditions governing the employment of flying units,
even when the latter are participating in an air transport action only.

As we have indicated, these prerequisites were met in the “'i‘if ‘
General Student; in the case of the commander of the 22d Infamntry Divi-

gion == through no fault #f his own, they were not.

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958




THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

. 126 &

Our criticism so far has been directed sgainst the command system
and has been restricted to the organizational end funetional defects
which influenced the prepwation and accomplishment of the air landing oper-
ation, Any attempt to investigate tactical errors would go far beyond
the bounds of this study.

Nevertheless, as has already been stated -- success is decisive.

And in spite of all the defects in tactical leadership, & strategic sue-
cess was achieved, This was due less to effective leadership than %o

the fighting troops themselves, who demonstrated a high degree of courage
and indomitable ingenuity in on-the-spot improvisation. Their behavior
is all the more admirable in view of the fact that only a fraction of
the force originally slated for employment actually arrived in the area

of operation.
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But apart from this, the basic premise of all effective leadership
is the x£f smooth functioning of the technical, i.e. signal communications,
channels of command. In this respect, too, as we have mentioned before,
the difference in the equipment and training of the two diﬂlioniuulted
in 8 situation in which the 22d Infantry Division was at a disadvantage.

It is one last prerequisite for effective comduct of the operation
that the preliminary reconnsissance of potential air landing areas must
be 8o acourate that flight mishaps due to purely technical fantc}o are --
to all intents and purposes -- eliminated entirely. The Tth Adr Division
had at its disposal a thoroughly suitsble landing area (Waslhaven), des-
pite the fact that enemy interference had to be anticipated. The 22d
Infantry Division, on the other hand, was distributed over three geparate
landing points, all of which were to prove tidtally unsuitable as landing
fields for large and heavily laden aireraft.

In this case, however, the blame cannot be placed upon the troop-
level commenders, but mugt be assigned to the top-level command responsible
for the long-range preparation of an operation om such large scale. There
can be no doubt that the top-level command was guilty of sins of both
omission as well as commission. On the other hand, siny of this type
ean never be omitted entirely since so many of the factors determining
the selection of a landing field are subject to variation -- ease pf ap-
proach, which often varies depending upon the season of the year; the
vegetation surrounding the area; weather conditions; and -- last but

not least =-- the activity of local enemy forces.
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VIII. 53; the Success for the Oversil Operetion

The factors leading to the decision to capture Holland have already
been discussed elsewhere. In summary: either Holland would become an
advance Continental base for Great Britian's conduct of operations, in
which case it would represent & grave threat to the highly wvulnerable
Ruhr District, Germany's vital nerve; or Holland would be integrated
into the German operational camp, in which case it would provide not
only a shield for the Ruhr District but also a base from which Germany
could carry the ‘air offensive to the British Isles and, attacking from
the northern flank, to France.

Germany's military leaders chose the second of these two alternatives.
The only problem which remained to be solved was just how the Duteh for-
tress could and should be teken most rapidly and held most firmly.

A purely Army operation designed to capture and occupy Holland,
whose terrain was particularly favorable for defensive operations, would
have required a great deal of time and considerably stronger forces
than were at the disposal of the matively weak German Eighteenth Army.
A frontal attack sgainst a numerically superior enemy could mot have been
avoided, The gain in time would have favored the other side; a unified
air and ground fromt stretching from the Zuyder Zee to the Maginot Line

would have been comparatively easy to stabilize and hold.
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The air landing operation, om the other hand, succeeded within three
decisive days in capturing Fortress Holland from within, in tying down
& very strong enemy force inside Holland, and in drawing off additional
ehemy forces from the French-Belgian agsembly and operations area. More-
over, the surprise and shock which it caused had a decisively detrimental
effect on the fighting morale of all the Western powers. Lastly, it
brought the vitally important north-south communications lines firmly
into Germsn hands, In summary, the air landing action achieved the fol-
lowing results:

1) It was the air landing operation which made it possible for the
German right offensive wing, the Eighteenth Army, to emerge victorious
in ground operations against & numerically superior enemy force in an
unexpectedly short time.

2) The shock to enemy morale, coupled with the military success of
the air landing operation, paralyzed the will to resist of the Dutech
Army. Its capitulatiom, which meant the elimination of a strong fighting
force from the Allied camp, was & direct result of the German landing.

An entire German army was freed for operations elsewhere.

3) The air landing action created the prerequisites for further
Army operations, in that it made possible the planning and execution of
the large-scale encireclement maneuver which led to the battles of Flanders
and Artois.

4) The capture of the decisive north-south commnications routes

(the bridges at Moerdijk, Dordrecht, and Rotterdam) not only made
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these operations possible, but zlso secured a route for the vitally impor-
tant transport of supplies via Holland to the front lines in Belgium and
northern France.

5) As a result of the air landing action, Holland's well-equipped
network of airfields (it was only within Fortress Holland itself that
this network was rather thin) was at the disposal of the German Luftwaffe.
This was important not only for the later air offensive against Englend,
which had been planned from the very begimning, but also for the more im-
mediate air support of the decision-seeking oifensive against France, soon
to be lsunched.

Without doubt, success of such far-reaching strategic scope as this
justified the employment of a valuable and unique “"surprise weapon". The
results achieved even justified the heavy losses in personnel and materiel.
It must not be forgotten, however, that the loss in air transport sapacity

mede itself felt for years afterwards.
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4. tien gt Fort Even Emeel and over
the iibert Cenel Faoing the of tie German Steth fmmyo

This apecial operation had no tactical connection whatsoever with the
air landing in Fortress Holland. Nevertheless, the two undertakings sup-
plemented one another in the achievement of a common strategic god”.

If the German Sixth Army should be unable to force a rapid break-
through through the Belgian border fortifications line between lMaastricht
and Fort Eben Emael, a terrain which was extremely difficult to take due
to the fact that it was so well suited to defensive operations, them it
would be unable to penetrate quinkl;l;:g: the depths of the Belgian ope-
rational area to contain the strong Belgian force already deployed there.

In turn, if the Sixth Army failed to achieve this first mission --
or managed to achieve it only after some delay, then the advance of the
Eighteenth Army into Fortress Holland would be placed in jeopardy. This
would mean the isolation of the air landing operation, since there would
be no possibility of its being relieved in time. In other words, it
would have to be completely abandoned. And the Belgian Army, reinforced
in the meantime by the Anglo-French armies from the Allied left wing,

would have gained the freedom to operate. The potential effects of =

development of this kind

28 - In order to understend the material in this section, the reader should
have & map of the Maastricht-Liege area at hand. No special map has
been included in this study. For further details, the reader is re-
ferred to the maps contained in the special study by Pissin.

29 = See the map in Appendix 43.
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on the course of the German breakthrough operation in the middle defied
contemplation.

It was to be the mission of the air landing operation, which was
lsunched directly opposite the front of the Sixth Army, to smooth the
way, in other words to emable the Sixth Army to bring a stréng force %o
bear in & rapid breakthrough through the natural and man-made border
fortifications.

As we have seen in Section 2 of this Chapter, this subordinate plan
had been a part of the overall plamnning for an air landing operation
from the very beginning, and it was not affected by the many subseguent
changes made in the overall plan. 4s a result, detailed preparation of
the Eben Emsel action could be carried out on a long-range basis. The
initial success of this operation, too, was based on the surprise factor,
coupled with the employment of & completely new combat instrument -~ the
freight gliders as a transport fleet, and the "hollow charge" as an
offensive weapon.

Here, again, we must refer to the special study on the employment
of sir landing :toroe-!'o for an evaluation of the preparation, execution,
and success of the operation. The special study contains detailed in-
formation on the tactical and technological aspects of the actiom, and
there is no need to repeat thi:o information within the framework of
the present study. Our tesk here will be to present a brief summary of

its effects.

Utilizing a force made up of fourteen infantry and two Panszer divi-
sions, the Sixth Army was %o break through on both sides of Maastricht

in order to create the impression

30 - See the introduction to this study, footnote 3.

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958




THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

132

that & point of main effort on the Western front was being developed.
Everything depended upon the achievement of & rapid success.

The most serious obstacle to such rapid success was Fort Eben Emadkl,
which flanked the entire assembly area of the Belgian forces and which
represented the most modern point along the whole Belgian border fortifi-
cations line. The Fort lay only a few miles south of the Dutch city of
Maastricht, high above the Albert Canal, which -= both at thig point and
further north -- flowed through a deep-cut channel and thus represented
a diffieult man-made obatacle.

It was the task of the sir landing operation to eliminate both of
these obstacles in one surprise blow.

This surprise blow was to be accomplished by the Luftwaffe. The text
of its mission was short and clear: "Capture of the bridges over the Al-
bert Canal at Veldewezelt, Vroenhofen, and Canne, and the elimimation of
Fort Eben Emael as & combat factor."

The commander of the Air Landing Corps, General Student, who had
been placed in charge of the preparation and coordination of both air
landing operations, was able to spare only 500 troops from his paratrooper
units for the Eben Emsel undertaking. Given the designation Asseialt De-
tachment Koch (Sturmabteilung Koch), this group was tactically, i.e. ope-
rationally subordinate to General von Richthofen's VIII Air Corps, whose
task it was to support the operations of the Sixth Army.

If the traditional system of transporting paratroopers to their tar-
get, i.e. by memms of engine-propelled aircraft, were used, there would

be the
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danger that the Belgian bridge sentries near the border might be alarmed
in time to blow up the bridges and that the garrison at Fort Eben Emael
might have time to prepare its defenses and thus be in a position to in-
tervene in the operation. For this reason, Luftwaffe leaders had decided
to utilize noiseless freight gliders as the means of transport. After
being towed for a short distance, they could be released just before the
border, to continue their gliding flight to the target area, moiselessly
and == under cover of darkness or dusk -~ also invisibly.

Thanks to the monthe of careful work in which the action was rehearsed
in all its details, it succeeded in nearly all respects.

The bridges at Veldewezelt and Vroenhofen fell into the handg of the
paratrooper force completely undamaged; during the course of the battle
to capture those at Canne, however, the Belgians managed to blow them wup.

Fort Eben Emael was seized from the air by the assault group Witsig
(Sturmgruppe Witzig), which consisted of only eighty-three mem, and by
dint of heavy fighting, the assault group was able to hold the surface
installations of the Fort. The new hollow charge explosive ammunition
succeeded in eliminating the gun towers and observation posts of the Fordt
from without. ZEarly in the morning on 1l May, the paratroopers were re-
lieved == in & situation which had become critical in the meantime -~ by
sdvance Army elements. The 1,200 troops which made up the garrison of the
Fort, after having been held at bay for twenty-four 'Wa by eighty German

paratroopers, surrendered.
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By means of almost ideally coordinated operations by the Army and the
Inftwaffe -- the attacks carried out by the VIII Air Corps made a valuable
contribution to the success of the undertaking -- Fort Eben Emael, hewn
out of natural rock and hitherto considered unasssailable, had been taken;
it no longer represented a threat to the advance of the Sixth Army over
the two captured bridges lying to the north of it.

The divisions of the Sixth Army were able to penetrate into the depths
of the Belgian operational area, and the southern flank of the Eighteenth
Army was secured, so that the 9th Panzer Division could advance to relieve
the Air Landing Corps. In additiom, the northern flank of Army Group 4
was secured against attack from the north, so that it could proceed with
its decision-seeking operations.

The conditions required for the guccess of the air landing operation

in Fortress Holland and of the operation as a whole had been created.
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Posteeript sad Suppiement
The suthor had just completed the chapter dealing with "air landing
operations within the framework of Cperation YELLOW" when he came across
certain documents whoch seem to be so significant for the subject under
discussion as to warrant, in fact even to necessitate, a postscript and
thus a supplement to the chapter.
This new information has been organized #@nto the following seciors,
g0 that it can be reajily integrated into the original texi:
1) ZThe Strs i of fieTtant ) t of
Yiew of the War
At the beginning of Chapter V, Part I, of this study on the of-
fensive in the West, in the gection dealing with the "defensive attitude
towards offensive planning in October 1939", we have already emphasized
how decigive the viewpdints of air strategy were in connection with the
final decision for an offensive in the West.

. Both defensive aspects (the defense of the Ruhr Distriet) and offensive
aspects (the creation of a base for the conduct of the air offensive againat
England) contributed to the necessity for an air war carried out in ac-
cordance with the principles of air strategy. The capture of Holland by
the Army was a prerequisite for the achievemeni of both the gosls men-
tioned above. At the beginning of the last Chapter, we discussed briefly

the offensive aspects which made the ocoupation of Holland appear neces-

BATY .
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Quite unexpectedly, the thinking of the author has now been substan-
tiated by the Fiihrer Decision contained in a letter dating from October
1939 from the Wehrmacht High Command to the High Commands of all three
service brllﬂh0l31¢

During the first phase of preparation for @peration YELLOW, the Army
High Command apparently expressed certiin reservations with respect to
the inclusion of Holland in the overall operation. (The text of the Army
communication to the Wehrmacht High Commsnd is not available.) Decisive
in the attitude adopted by the Wehrmacht High Command is the faot that
the occupation of Holland was determined to be necessary “exclusively
from the point of view of air strategy, although both the Army and the
Navy are not uninterested in the gain in enemy territory thereby repre-
sented".

2) Ine Prasning Ter the Smployment of Air Tending Forces im the West

The planning for the employment of air landing forces in the Wewt
has been discussed in Section 2 of this Chapter; the reader is also re-
ferred to the map contained in Appendix 41, "A schematic plan of the air
landing operations carried out within the framework of the offensiwe in
the West".

On the basis of the new information which has come %o light, our
discussion can be expended to include & new idea evolved by Hitler. The
Piihrer Decision mentioned above contained instructions to the effect that
Luftwaffe leaders hould investigate the possibility o an air landing on
the island of Walcheren, with a view to seizing the harbor of Vlissingen

during the firet day of

31 - See Appendix 46.
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the offensive. Hitler's instructions provided for an altermative, i.e.
whether to accept this definitely defined offensive target or some other
target (to be suggested, together with the plan for its capture). The
alternate target was to be "some other island in southern Holland which
would offer an especially valusble base for the conduct of German naval
or air operations".

We have no information regarding the reaction of the Commander én
Chief of the Luftwaffe to this suggestion. Presumsbly it was negative,
:&oa there were no preparations made for such an undertaking.

In connection with the orders issued by the Wehrmacht High Ooundz'z.
it is interesting to note that they mention all the various plans for
air landing operations which have been discussed in this Chapter, i.e.

“G" (=Ghent), "Dinant", and "Sedan".

Thus, at this stage of the planning, all four possibilities were
taken into consideration, the other three, however, only in the event that
the Ghent action should prove to be impracticable for any one of the rea-
song mentioned under Paragraph 1 of the Wehrmacht High Command order.

At that time, the Ghent operation was still very much in the foreground;
nevertheless, the other three plans -- which were to occupy the foreground
in turn prior to the final decision on 10 January 1940 -- wers already
fairly clear in their basic outlines.

It seems rather remarkable that an air landing in Holland should
have been considered as a possibility at this early date at all. The
air landing in Fortress Holland, off course, did not enter the picture

until after 10 January 1940, at which time preparations for it were be-

gun.

32 - Sees Appendix 47.
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Ap regards the reasons behind the selection of the island of Wal=-
cheren, which ~- gtretching from east to west -- lies about 137 miles
west of the Rhine and is Holland's westernmost point, the choice would
seem to have been determined not so much by overall strategic factors
as by the thought that it would be valuable for locally-centered tacti-
cal operations, It is difficult to see how this might have been the case
as far as Army pperations were concerned; as regards the Luftwaffe and
the Navy, it is conceivable that the island might have offered a umseful
base of operations for sometime in the future. On the other hand, the
idea may have been based on nothing more than the desire to prevent the
British from taking the igland and utilizing its harbor.

All in all, it seems to be rether Utopian to expect the Tth Air
Divisgion to leap into the breach on the first day of the offensive as
one of the "possible substitute operations for the Ghent action", namely
in the event that the Sixth Army should fail in its breakthrough attempt
north of Liege. Under these circumstances, it might be a matter of hours
before the officers in charge of the operation could arrive at an accu-
rate evaluation of its prospects of success and, in the event of an ad-
verse evaluation, develop a new plan. Additional time would elapse before
the necessary orders cculd be given, even if a time-saving code had been
previously prepared. Thus there was a very real danger that the alter-
nate operation might get off to a very late start (it must be remembered
that it was winter and that visibility was good only until 1700 at the

latest!), even if the troops involved
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were carefully prepared for the potential necessity of carrying out ome
of the alternate operations.

3) Rottexdsa

This is the title of Section 3, VI of this Chapter, in which the
suthor presented his own evaluation of the "Rotterdam affair" from the
point of view of the military man.

We are now in a position to supplement this by the point of view of
the legal expert (Dr. Eberhard Spetzler), which appeared in the form of
an article in the August 1956 number of the "Wehrwissenschaftliche Rund-
scheu" (Military Seience Survey) under the title "Der Weg sur Iuftschlacht
un England in kriegsrechtlicher Bedeutung" (The Aspects of Military Lew
Pertaining to Germany's Preparations for the Battle of Britain)o-.

Dr. Spetzler's description of military events conforms substantially
with that given by the suthor in this Chaper. The minor points im which
the two scoounts differ (as, for example, the strength of the assault
force) are in any case irrelevant to an evaluation of the affair as a

wholée.

33 = See Appendixz 44.
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CHAFTER V
1 t of Cloge=5u Units of iE
YIII itr Corps

As had also been the case during the campaign in Poland in 1939, the
direct support of Army operations by means of intervention from the air
was, from the very beginning, one of the primary missions of the strategic
air war in the West. And this mission became progressively more important
as the Luftwatfe managed to seize and to maintain air superiority, to begin
with, and finally air supremacy. Once this goal had been achieved -- and
as & matter of fact it was achieved by the close of the fifth day of ope-
rations -- then both direct and indirect support of ground operations
became the most urgent mission of all the ILuftwaffe units involved in the

strategic air war.

1 « The material in this Chapter is based primarily om two reports by
former members of the staff of the VIII Air Corps: 1) “"VIII. Flieger-
korps im Frankreichfeldszug" (The VIII Air Corps and the Campaign in
France), compiled by Colonel a.D. Hans Wilhelm Deichmann (then adju-
tent sttached to the Headquarters, VIII Air Corps) on the basis of
fragments from the War Diary of the Headquarters, III Air Corps; and
the notes of the Commanding General, General Dr. Ing. Freiherr von
Richthofen; and 2) "Das VIII Fliegerkorps im Westfeldsug 1940 (The
VIII Air Corps in the Campaign in the West, 1940), 26 April 1953, a
report by General der Flieger a.D. Seidemann, former Chief of the
General Staff of the VIII Air Corps. Both sources are contaimed in
the Karlsruhe Document Collection. Deichmann's report would seem to
be the more relisble of the two since it is based in part on origimal
documents. Whenever the two accounts differ on significant points,
this is noted in the text of the present study.

+ - Translator'es Note: Shouldn't this be VIII Air Corps instead of III
Air Corps? i
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There was one exception to this general rule. From the very first day

of operations on, the VIII Air Corps (the Luftwaffe's only close-support

corps) was assigned exclusively to the direct support of Army ground opera-
tions -- as had been the case in Poland as well. The map contained in Ap-
pendix 38 indicates its initial operational srea and outlines its first
missions.

For the reasons listed below, the account of the employment of the
VIII Air Corps can well be abstracted from the sccount of the employment
of the Iuftwaffe as a whole and deserves to be examined separately in a
special ghapter.

1) The mission of the VIII Air Corps remained fundamentally the same
throughout the entire course of the offensive.

2) In accordance with its targets, the VIII Air Corps was consistently
employed "far to the rear", i.e. just short of the Perman front line.

3) The take-off fields utilized by the VIII Air Corps were relatively
"yp fromt", in comparison with the ground organization serving the strate-
gic air arm.

4) The VIII Air Corps was employed in operations closely coordinated
with the command headquarters of the Army units involved; they had almost
no connection with the goals of the strategic air arm.

The extremely valuable part played by the VIII Air Corps in Poland,
where it was under the command of the Specisl Duty Air Coumander (Flieger-

fiihrer z.b.V.) and subordinate to the Fourth Air Fleet in the southern area

of operations,
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has been described in detail in the study "Der Polenfeldszug 1939" (The
Campaign in Poland, 1939).

The VIII Air Corps was deployed in the West in nearly the same form
which it had had at the end of the campaign in Poland under the Special
Duty Air Commander. For its first missions within the framework of the
offengive in the West, it was assigned to airfields in the Duisburg-lifiinchen-
Gladbach~Diiren-Cologne-Diisseldorf-liiilheim area.

Appendix 48 shows the organization of the VIII Air Corps as of 10 May
19402, and also indicates the take-off fislds assigned for the esrly mis-
sions and the operational strength of the participating units. The Corps
hed at its disposal approximately 450 combat aircraft (mot including re-
connaissance and transport aircraft).

Despite the undenigble effectiveness of the system used in the campaign
in Poland (the grouping of the real close-gupport units -- dive-bomber,
ground-gupport, and single-engine fighter units -- into a single organizat-
ional entity with unified commend in the ferson of a single "close-support
commander" (Nahkampffiihrer)), a glance at the organksational structure of
the Corps as of 10 May reveals that the improvements indicated as desirable
during the Polish campaign bad not been put into effect for the offemsive
in the West. The number of dive-bomber units had been increased only
slightly in the interim; and the single ground-support group, which had
rendered such exemplary service in Poland, was still the only one of its
kind! Moreover, the composition of the units, in point of number and type

of aircraft, remained unchanged.

2 - The "Special Duty Air Commander" of the Polish campaign had been re-
designated the "8th Air Division" on 1 October 1939 and reorganized
jnto the VIII Air Corps on 10 October 1939. Since 20 Ootober 1939
it had been subordinate to the Second Air Fleet.
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We can do no more than cite this fact. It seems 2ll the more incom-
prehensible in view of the fact that Luftwaffe leaders had decided to re-
peat the "secret of success" applied in Poland <= namely the provision of
intensive air support for Army operations in an area of main effort. There
is no information available which might serve to explain why the office of
the Commander in Chief of the Ln;ttnrfo neglected to strengthen the organi-
zation of the close-support units. It is equally unclear why a long-range
bomber wing (the 77th Bomber Wing) should have been made a part of the
close-support force. One can only surmise that this may have been a hold-
over from the campaign in Poland, thus sanctioned by custom, or theat it
mey have been the result of the well-known tendency of the Commanding Gene-
ral to conduct his own private ur’.

From the point of view of training, however, the experiences gained
during the campaign in Poland had been applied fully during the intervening
months. The units of the VIII Air Corps, still equipped with the same
. aircraft models as they hed used in Poland, had been permitted to remain

at their home airfields for refresher training from the time of their

trangfer to the West until the beginning of November. This represented

a great advantage over the majority of the Luftwaffe's active flying units,

which were granted far less time for training activity in between assign-

mentsa.

3 - As & matter of fact, the superior command fell back én this bomber wing
repeatedly, withdrawing it from the VIII Air Corps and committing it in
long-range bomber missions. The first occasion was on the second day of
the offensive, when the 77th Bomber Wing was made subordinate to the
IV Air Corps.
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Thus the units of the VIII Air Corps had been brought to the highest

possible level of operational readiness in terms of tactics, persomnel, and
training. Above all, their future coordinated operations with large ar-

mored units had been covered thoroughly, both in theoretical discussions

and in practical rehearsals.

Nevertheless (and this was true of the entire Luftwaife), each indi-
vidual migssion was disturbed, and indeed jeopardized, by the necessity for
maintaining constant operational readiness. The constant changes in the
preliminary preparations to be made for each mission, in the chain of com-

. mand, and in the almost daily alteratioms in original plans; the constant
requisitioning of personnel and materiel for new unit activations -- all
of these "interventions from above" served to keep both officers and
troops in a state of permanent unau:l.neu".

Ag a result of the experience gained during the campaign in Poland,
certain technical innovations had been introduced. The dive-bombers

. (Ju=-87) had been fitted with so-called whistling propellers, installed
along the wings or on the undercarriage, which emitted a howling noise
when the airoratft was in dive. In addition, the bombs themselves were
fitted with automatically functioning "whistles" (Heulpfeifean). Iuftwaffe
leaders agssumed -- and, as it soon turned out, quite accurately -- that
these devices would have a strong detrimehtal effect on the morale of
the ground troops under attack. For the bombardment of stationary targets
such as bunkers, fortifications, warships, etc., 2,250-1b. bombs with

srmor-piercing head and supplemental rocket propulsion had been deviged

4 = The reader is referred to Chapter I, A Freface to the Campaign in the
West.
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for pim~point bombardment by the dive-bombers.

Practice maneuvers had been held with the Army, with the so-called
Test Section (Varluohssbteilung) at Friedrichshafen as well as with the
Antisirorsit Artillery Battalion Aldinger. Most important, the sir landing
sctions against Fort Eben Emsel and sgainst the bridges over the Albert
Canal had been rehearsed repeatedly, both theoretically -- at the sand-
table == and practically - at a troop maneuver areas. In both cases, the
conditions at the sctmal target had been imitated exactly and in detail.

The signsl communications and reporting systems had been tegted again
and sgain in every detail. MNoreover, communications units (Naohr.Verbin-
dungstrupps) had been organized and equipped with the most modern radio
telephone devices, in order to guarantee smooth coordination between the
Air Corps and the ground forces.

In order to round out this brief summary of the period of preparation
for the undertaking, we must add a few words concerning the coordination
. with the Army during this period.

The success achieved by the Luftwaife in the campaign in Poland, and
later in Norway, had earned full recognition from the Army and, in some
quarters anyway, even its gratitude. And now the Army expected something
special in the way of decisive Luftwaffe support for its operations in the
West. In contrast to the attitude prevailing during the campsign in Poland,
the Army's readiness %o participate in joint operations had become, on the

whole, much greater.

. waw ]
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But there were etill exceptions, and precisely during the preparations of
the VIII Air Corps for its mission of supporting the operations of the Sixth
Army, there were repeated instances of incomprehensible hesitation, if not
reserve and distrust, on the part of the Army to sccept the intentions and
plans worked out by the Luftwaffe. For example, the Sixth Army maintained
an extremely reserved attitude towards the planned air landing directly
opposite its front line, and even refused to assume responsibility for
providing artillery support for the Luftwaffe battalions which were to be

landed from the air. (The Sixth Army's refusal to cooperate in this re-

spect made it necessary for the Luftwaffe to bring up its own artillery
unit, i.e. the Antisireraft Artillery Battalion Aldinger, which was of
mixed composition.) “The Sixth Army displayed a rather remarkable lack of
interest in this air landing opantion".5

Attitudes of this kind on the pari of the Army made the Luftwaffe's
preliminary work very difficult. They were not typical of the entire Army,

. however. From the very beginning, for example, the VIII Air Corps found
understanding and a readiness to cooperate in the Army's armored units,
especially the Pangzer Group von Kleist (Pangzergruppe von Kleist); thus
active coordination and joint plamning were possible with these units.
On the basis of this fundamental attitude, the two forces developed a
smooth and harmonious method of coordination in their employment which
lasted until the very end of the campaign.

The difference in the attitude of the young armored umits and of the
rest of the Army towards the Luftwaffe was undoubtedly due primarily to
the difference in persomality of the officers concerned. Im any case, the
experience of the YIII Air Corps shows that the qualities inherent in the
thinking of Luftwaffe leaders (the tendency towards far-sighted planning,

towards thinking in terms of extengive geographic areas, gnd towards the
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were reflected in a similar manner of thinking on the part of the Panzer
unit commanders, who had outgrown the earthbound, locally-limited thinking
of the traditional Army leaders.

The combat mission of the VIII Air Corps during the early stages of
the offensive was clearly delineated: operating along the left wing of
Army Group B (and thus, at the same time, along the left wing of the Second
Air neet), the Corps was to prepare and support the breakthrough action
of the Sixth Army through the extremely strong border fortifications be-
tween Maastricht and Liege. Within the framework of this overall missionm,
special emphasis was to be accorded the preparation and execution of the
air landing operation directed against Fort Eben Emsel and against the
bridges over the Albert Cansal.

Chapters III and IV have already given us & general idea of just how
the VIII Air Corps fulfilled its mission on the first day of the offensive.
At that stage of operations, there was no way of telling how long the Corps
would still be needed to support the breakthrough action of the Sixth Army 1
and its advance into Belgium.

There is another question which -= for the present at least -- must
remain open, namely whether or not the strategic planning of the Commander
in Chief of the Luftwaffe had envisioned the early transfer of the Corps
into the combat area at the middle of the front (the scenme of the main Army
action, i.e. the breskthrough operation), which was being held by Army

Group 4, with the Fouth and Bixteenth Armies and the Panzer Group von Kleist.

Actually,
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this step would have been thoroughly in keeping with the requirement that
a clearly-delineated point of mein effort be established along the deci-
give front -- in this case, "the breakthrough in the center”.

In any event, one fact is certain -~ that during the first eight days
of the offensive, the employment of the VIII Air Corps was subject to con-
stant veristion, and that it was very soon given double missions to ful-
£i1l, i.e. it was assigned to support the left wing of Army Group B and
the right wing of Army Group A, either simultanecusly or alternately, with-
out any orders' having been given for a fundamental change in the chain
of command or for a modification of the original mission. One is tempted,
metaphorically speaking, to egquate the employment of the VIII Air Corps
during the early stages of the offemsive with that of a fire brigade --
it was thrown into action wherever "fire" broke out.

A brief summary of the chromological course of events may help to
explain this metaphor; at the same time, it will serve to give us a
clear overall schedule of events, which can be used as a frame of reference

for the individual missionst

The Missions of the VIII Xir Corps
from 10 %o IT Nay 1940
10 May - the VIII Air Corps supported the breakihrough of the Sixth Army
through the border fortification and carried out the planned

-

air landing upc;ntion;
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the VIII Air Corps continued in its support of the operatioms of
the Sixth Army, particularly the advance of the Panser divisions
across the lieuse and on towards the weat;
(the transfer of the flying units to stations closer to the front
was begun)
the VIII Air Corps continued to support the operatioms of the Sixth
Army (the point of main effort was the operations of the Panzer
units in the area of St. Tromd - Tirlemont - Gembloux);
(the Commander in Chief, Luftwaffe, issued orders to the effect
that preparations were to be made for a mission in the Sedan area,
for the duration of which the VIII Air Corps was to be "temporarily
subordinate” to the Third Air Fleet)
during the forenoon the VIII Air Corps was assigned to support the
operations of the Sixth Army; during the afternoon, it was assigned
to work with the Panzer Group von Kleist -=- Army Group A -~ in the
Sedan area;
(the transfer of the ground organization into the area of operations
of the Sixth Army contimued)
This wes the first Gay of double missions!
the VIII Air Corps continued fto participate in the assault being
carried out towards the west -- it supported the operations of the
Sixth Army opposite the Dyle position and against the fortifica-
tions of Liege and -~ at the same time =- supported the operations
of the Panzer Group von Kleist in the Charleville area to the south-

west;

Tnis was the second day of double misstens!
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15 May - the ground-support units of the VIII Air Corps supported the ope-
rations of the Bixth Army in the Gembloux area, while its long-
range bomber units carried out attacks in the Sedan area ahead
of the advance Panzer units;

This wee the third dey of Goubie missionsl

IE May - the VIII Air Corps conbtinued in its support of the Sixth Army, this
time by meang of attacks on the enemy's rear-area commnications
system; at the same time, units from the VIII Air Corps supported

. the breakthrough action of Army Group A through the Maginot Line
(in the Sedan - Charleville area);
Thi, the fonrth of Te missionsl
(the Commander in Chief, Luftwaffe, issued definitive orders to
the effect that in future the VIII Air Corps was to support only
the operations of the Panzer Group von Kleist);

17 ¥ay - the VIII Air Cérps contimued to support the assault sction being

. carried out by the majority of the Sixth Army units (capture of
the Dyle positiop and the last of the Liege fortifications); ele-
ments of the VIII Air Corps provided support for the operations of

the armored units in the southwest.

This wes ihe TiTih day of double missions!

As soon as its operations on the front of the Sixth Army had been
brought to a conclugion, the VIII Air Corps turned the area over to the
IV Air Corps. Orders were received for the transfer of the ground organi-

zation to the Ardennes, and they were put into effect immediately.
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Simultaneously the VIII Air Corps was withdrawn from the area of juris-
diotion of the Second Air Fleet and placed under the command o the Third
Air Fleet. This represented its definitive transfer from the area of ope-
rations of Army Group B to that of Army Group A.

Only by means d a detailed breakdown such as the one given above, can
it be shown beyond doubt that the sesignment of the VIII Air Corps to dou-
ble missions on five separate days was bound to lead to confusion in the
chain of command and to difficulties in the execution of the command func-
tion. The VIII Air Corps was subordinate to two air fleets at the same
time, it was working together with two different army groups, and it was
providing air support for two different armies operating on entirely dif-
ferent sectors of the fromt. It is obvious that such a situation camnot
be conducive to the establishment of a clearly-defined point of main effort.
In addition, there was the danger of thorough confusion in the command
funetion, a danger which might have hed serious repercussions on the ac-
complishment of operations, had it not been for the Commanding General of
the VIII Air Corps, whose agility of mind and unhesitating determination
made it possible for the Corps to ful£ill both ite missions sucecessfully.
It was glso the Commanding General of the Corps who, at & very early stage
of operations, began to urge that the action be concentrated exclusively
in the southern area of operations; aend it was his -- apparently rather
violent == discussion on 16 lay with the Commander in Chief, Luftwaffe,
and the Chief of the General Staff which brought about the order assigning
the VIII Air Corps exclusively to the support of the armored umits opera-

ting on the decigive sector of the front.
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On the basis of this development, we can agsume that it was only with
reluctance that the Commander in Chief, Luftwaffe, decided on a complete
shift of the point of main effort, although, on the other hand, there was
nothing new in the idea of committing the VIII Air Corps as a whole at the
focal point of ground operations from the very beginning of the offemsive.
On the contrary, even the early stages of preparation had provided for the
employment of the VIII Air Corps te smooth the way for the armored units
of the breakthrough army when it came time for them to cross the Meuse.

And these preliminary deliberations had already assumed the form of bind-
ing agreements reached in discussions between the VIII Air Corps and the
Third Air Fleet and between the VIII Air Corps and the II Air Corps. More-
over, plans had already been made for a joint attack by the II and VIII
Air Corps ageinst the enemy fortifications along the Meuse in the sector
of assanlt, and the necessary coordination had already been discussed with
the Army, speecifically with the armored unitg involved.

Under these circumstances, the new assignment did not come as a sur-
prise to the VIII Air Corps, for on the basis of previous joint planning
an agreement had already been reached with the Third Air Fleet and practi-
cal preparations were already under way for the transfer of the Corps to
the southern area of operations.

Even 80, any oriticism of the apparently hesitant attitude of the @om-
mander in Chief, Luftwaffe, would seem to be out of place until we have more

detailed information available regarding the extent to which he
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may have been dependent upon binding instructions from the Wehrmacht High
Commend or upon certain requirements set by the Commander in Chief, Army.

On the basis of the decision made by the Commander in Chief, Luftwaffe,
on 16 May, elarifying the future scope #f the employment of the VIII Air

Corps, we can now divide its commitment in Operation YELLOW into the

following three phlull5
Phase T - 10 to 12 Mey 194C - support of the operations of the Sixth
. Army in Belgium
. Fhese 2 = 13 te I May 1940 - double missions with Army Groups B and

A gimultaneously

Pnsse ¥ - 18 te 28 ¥y 1940 = support of the Panser Group von Kleist
(ae far as the ses) and intervemtion in

the Battle of Flanders and Artois.

6 = This breakdown into three phases, as well as the summary of the mis-
sions of the VIII Air Corps om which it is based, has been recomnstiructed
. from the notes of Colonel a.D. Deichmann. A comparison of these notes
with Seidemann's report reveals a slight discrepancy, in that Seidemann
mentions no further missions by the VIII Air Corps in support of the
operations of the Sixth Army after 15 lay, but restricts himself to
an account of the missions carried out in coordination with the Fan-
zer Group von Kleist.
The author has deliberately based his account on that of Deichmann,
gince the latter was prepared on the basis of the War Diary and the
notes made at that time by the Commanding General of the VIII Air
Corps, while w‘m'u otherwise excellent and very detailed report
was not prepared until 1953 and contains no indication of source do=-
cumente. mm report must be viewed as 2 personsl -- and
thus presumsbly subjectively colored -- account, prepared long after
the events described.
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During the first day of the offensive, the first and most important

mission of the VIII Air Corps was the execution of the air lending opera-
tion opposite the front of the Sixth Army mnd the support of the Sixth
Army itself in its crossing of the lMeuse between Maastricht and Liege.

As tar s the air landing aspects of this mission are concernmed, they
have already been desoribed in detail in Chapter IV, "The Air Landing
Aotions within the Framework of Operation YELLOW", which covers the opera-
tions against Fort Eben Emael and the dridges over the Albert Canal. Those
aspects of the mission which applied to the support of the Sixth Army have
been described in Chapter III, "The Leunching of the Offensives The Com-
mitment of the luftwaffe during tb:e First Day, 10 May 1940".

Consequently, the reader is already aware of the results of these
operationss Fort Eben Emael was eliminated &s a conb.lt factor; two of
the bridges over the Albert Canal were in the hands of the German para-
troopers. A constant "air umbrella" had been created to protect the
gains of the ground forces against enemy air intervention.

Nevertheless, it may be appropriate, at this point, to round out the
picture of the Luftwaffe's role in this air and ground battle by mention
of a number of umasual measures taken and results achieved.

As soon as the tramsport aircraft had dropped their paratroopers

gnd the freight gliders had been released by their tow-aircraft,
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to continue their hoiseless flight to Fort Eben Emsel umder cover of dawn,
all of the transport aireraft returned to their respective bases to pick

up new loadl'r. The Ju=-52's picked up & load of 400 paratrooper "dummies",
with full equipment. With the dummies on board, the fifty Ju-52's flew
back over Meastricht, accompanied by a fighter escort, and released their
load ieed in the area between St. Trond and Tirlemont. The moment of release
had been selected in the mssumption that, by that time, the Belgian reserves
would have received the alarm and would be under way to the sceme of action.
The planned deception was a complete success; a motorized Belgian force --
allegedly an entire brigade -- which had been assigned to launch a counter-
attack against the German paratroopers at the Albert Canal bridgeheads,
ghanged its plan of action midway to its original goal and turned aside

to meet the new enemy paratrooper landing. By the time they realized that
they had been the victims of a deceptive maneuver, the period of decision
had already pessed -- they arrived too late at the Albert Canal. During
the early hours of the afternoon, the armored units of the Sixth Army ar-
rived at the bridgeheads and relieved the paratroopers. And at that their
arrival was a good many hours later than planned, due to the fact that the
Duteh had mesnaged, at the last minute, to demolish the bridge over the
Meuse et Maastricht.

There is another feature of the operation which seems worthy of special
mention -- the so-called Mixed Antimircrait Artillery Battalion Aldinger
(Gemischte Flak-Abteilung Aldinger), operating without any Army-provided
cover whatsoever, had teken up its position in enemy territory (east of

Maastricht) early on the morning of 10 May, where

7 = Primarily the airfield at Gymmich, approximately nine miles southwest
of Cologne.
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it was engaged in providing artillery support for the paratroopers fighting
at the bridges over the Canal. (The Army had refused to furnish artillery
support for the air landing setion.) Fire control was handled by the para-
troopers themselves, by means of radio telephone equipment; special signal
units from tle 38th Luftwaffe Signal Communiocstions Regiment had been drop-
ped by parachute for this very purpose. This measure also guaranteed a
direct contact channel between the front end the Corps command post (at
Alsdorf, north of Aix-la-Chapelle), enabling the Corps to maintain direct
control of operations, and == above all == to ader dive-bomber attacks
without eny loss of time in accordance with the needs of the hard-pressed
paratroopers fighting at the bridges.

The employment of the flying units was not restricted to the furnishing
of air support for the paratrooper force at the bridgeheads and, by means of
repeated dive~bomber attacks on the troops and reserves of the enemy, to the
relief of the units fighting at Fort Eben Emael, but also included constant
support of the assault units of the Sixth Army.

On 10 May, the dive-bomber groups -- and the ground-support group as
well -- flew some eight to ten sorties against enemy troops. Even the air
reconnaissance squadron was pressed into serviee in bombardment missions
(and this not only on the first day of operatiou).a

The first mission flown by the TTth Bomber Wing was directed against

the Belgian

8 = Bach Do-17 of the air recohnaissance sgquadron carried tem 110-1b. bombs.
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camp at Bourg-Leopold (morth of Hasselt), in an attempt to destroy the
troops presumsbly stationed there and thus to achieve at least a delay in
in the enemy's ability to ready his forces for action. In addition, the
Wing carried out attacks on the Belgian airfields at Tirlemont, Diest, and
Nivelles and succeeded in destroying a good many enemy aircraft on the
ground.,

During the first day of operations, the German single-engine fighter
units managed to achieve air superiority in the -- admittedly limited -=-
area of operations of the VIII Air Corps over the Belgian and British
bombers, which mede their eppearance towards midday. The ensuing struggle
took & high toll of enemy losses, while the losses sustained by the German
units were relatively slight.

On the evening of the same day, the German dive~bomber units were con-
centrated in an attack on the city of Antwerp and the region southeast of
it. The purpose of the attack was to destroy the Schelde tunnel and to
disrupt the enemy troops reported assembling in the area.

By the evening of the first day of the offensive, the missions of the
VIII Air Corps had been fulfilled. The prerequisites had been created for
the further operations of the Sixth Army. Its armored divisions could now
advance into the interior of Belgium via the bridges captured by the German
paratroopers. Its infaniry corps could follow without enemy interference.
The Luftwaffe had eliminated the danger of heavy artillery fire from Fort
Eben Emael, and the enemy was no longer in .a position to interfere with

the advance of the German forces on the ground,
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The fact that the crossing-points over the Meuse as well as the bridges
over the Canal were in German hands also provided cover against air attack
for the II Antiaireraft Artillery Corps, which had takem up its position

in the srea around Maastricht’.

1l May

The second day of the first phase of the offensive, whose air missions
were once again devoted exclusively to the task of promoting the advance
of the Sixth Army, was characterized =~ for the first time == by close co-
ordination between the air units and the armored units of the Army.

The 3d and 4th Pander Divisions advanced via St. Trond (detouring %o
the northwest in order to avoid the Liege fortifications) into the area
north of Namur, while the infantry corps was divided in function, part of
it following the armored advance, and part of it moving on to secure the
Albert Canal northwest of Maastricht in order to protect it against the
enemy troops moving towards the east and to ensure its remaining in German
hande.

The attacks of the VIII Air Corps were carried out just ghead of the
advance srmored units in order to smooth the way for a rapid advance on
the part of the Sixth Army. A% the same time, however, the Corps bombarded
the fortifications to the north and northwest of Liege, in order to elimin-
ate the danger of enemy interference during the advance of the German Army
units. In addition, there came a demand for attacks in the area directly

west and northwest

9 - The reader is referred to Chapter X, "The Employment of the Antiaircraft
Artillery Corps", for further details.
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of Maastricht to relieve the ground forces fighting in that area.

Thus both flanks of the armored advance on the ground were covered
by the ILuftwaffe.

Air cover for the two flanks of the ground advance was all the more
important in view of the fact that the operations of the advance armored
units were completely "at loose ends" in the beginning. For the ground
situation along the Meuse, far behind the armored units, was by no means
olear., The ground-gupport and dive-bomber units were still engaged there
in supporting (with both low-level and high-level attacks) the operstions
of the XXVII Army Corps, which was fighting in the Visé area. In order to
guarantee adequate air cover for these forces -- i.e. for the armored units
28 well as the infantry forces == the VIII Air Corps had to carry out ad-
ditional attacks along the periphery of the German area of operations,
specifically attacks on enemy troop assembly areas west of Bourg-Leopold,
near Hapselt, and near Genck.

But the dive-bomber attacks which were carried out later in the day
also had a strategic significance. This was true not only of the missions
flown in the areas of Hanmnut and Waremme, ahead of the advance units of the
Panzer corps, but =- to an even greater degree -- of the concentrated dive-
bomber sttack on French armored forces reported in plenty of time by Ger-
man serial recomnaissance. The French units were caught just as they were
advancing across the Nivelles-Charleroi line towards the east. The Germans
had mot only clearly recognized the anticipated Anglo-French advance into
Belgium, but had already taken steps to counter it.

As 8 fitting end of the second day of the offensive, another attack:
was carried out on Antwerp, apparently at the express ader of the Second

Air Fleet.
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"Behind the front", as one might say, the airlanding units at Fort
Eben Emael had been relieved by Army engineer troops at about midday, and
the relief units had succeeded in overcoming the last resistance of the
garrison of the Fort.

Enemy air activity had increased noticeably during the course of the
day. BRepeated attacks by British units on the Meuse bridges between Maas-
tricht and Liege had been beaten off by German single-engine fighter air-
eraft and antiaireraft artillery at the cost of heavy losses for the at-
tackers.

Operations were begun to transfer the first German air units forward
into the area north of Liege, which was still in Belgian hands.

The second day of the offensive was charactekized by the following:

1) The Iuftwaffe smoothed the way for the advance of the armored units
into the depths of enemy-held territory and provided effective air wover
for both flanks of the advance group. Coordination between the luftwaffe
and the armored units, already prepared in theory, was put into practice
for the first time and proved highly satisfactory.

2) The French armored units had been picked up in plenty of time by
Germen aserial reconnaissance and were caught before they could be thrown
into the operations on the ground. The ground pituation was clear.

3) Enemy interference from the air had been eliminated. By the eve-
ning of the second day of the offensive, German air superiority in the

area of operations of the VIII Air Corps had become an establighed fact.
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12 Vay

The third day of the first phase of the offensive was necessarily de-
voted to the tactical and strategic development of the advance being car-
ried out by the Sixth Army.

The first tank battle of the Western campaign took place in the area
north of Namur. This battle is recorded as the "Tank Battle of Gembloux"
in the militery history of the Sixth Army.

During the preceding day, the German XVI Corpe (Panger) had run into

the French armored units which had already been attacked by the German

dive-bombers.

At the same time, German aerial reconnaissance had revealed that enemy
foroes were obviously preparing for battle in the Dyle position. This was
a fortified position extending from Antwerp via the Mecheln-Ldwen-Wavre
area into the region northeast of Charleroi, where it joined the Neamur
fortifications line. It was clear that the Dyle position would be the
immediate goal of the Anglo-French forces advancing across the Belgian
border from northern France. |

Within the framework of the tank battle taking place just before the |

Dyle position, the VIII Air Corps spent the entire day in carrying out

continual attacks on enemy tank columns and assembly areas, on infantry

assembly areas, on highways, towns, enemy reserves, and enemy artillery
positions. The relentless attacks of the German dive-bombers, their
whistling propellers screaming during their approach dives, wore down

the morsle of the enemy, disrupted his assembly amd deployment operations, |

and destroyed his forces in battle, so that the
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German Fangzer divisions were sble to gain a complete victory. The French f
armored units retreated towards the west.

The transfer of the German dive-bomber, ground-support, and single-
engine fighter units into Belgian territory was continued throughout the
third day of operations.

A summary of the significance of the employment of Luftwaffe units
on the third day of the first phase of the offensive reveals the following
two fecots:

1) The ground-support wnits of the VIII Air Corps had intervemed for

e

the firet time in a tank t_:_sttln and had decided that battle in faver of the

German Panzer units, which were thus ensbled to contimuef their advance
into the depths of Belgian-held territory.

2) German serial reconnaissance had detected sufficiently ahead of
time the fact that the next decisive enemy resistance maneuver would take
place at the Dyle position.

As & result af these two factors, the starting position for the operations
of the Sixth Army during the days to follow was clarified.

In an attempt to make the overall position clear, the suthor has done
his best to describe graphically (see below) the operstions of the VIII Air
Corps during this first phase of the offensive, operations which were de-
voted im exclusively to the support of the Sixth Army units during the

period from 10 to 12 liay.
The attached map'C incjudes all those targets which could be recon-
structed from the various documends still available; in other words, it

shows all the towns, highways, and front sectors in which and along which

10 = See Appendix 49.
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enemy troop assemblies or movements were bombarded by unite from the VIII
Air Corps.

The notes superimposed on the map do mot, of course, provide the read-
er with anything more than an indication of the wide distribution of the
attacks; they give no information as to the strength of the force parti-
pating in each individual mission or as to the number of times any given
mission was repeated.

Consequently, the map can be no more than a graphic supplement to the
preceding text. It is valuable in that it illustrates the air missions
carried out during the second and third deys within the framework of the
operations at the point of main effort, in other words the missions carried

out in support of the advance of the Panzer units.
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- te bie Misstens with B and & Si=

mattenceusty]

During 12 May, all the units of the VIII Air Corps were still exclu-
sively engaged in opora.t:l.ons. along the Sixth Army front. During the after-
noon, howsver, the Headgquerters, VIII Air Corps, received ordeps to contact
the Third Air Fleet and the Panzer Group von Eleist, which was advancing
through Luxemburg and the Ardennes towerds Sedamn. By 12 May, the Panzer
Group, including its armored pointa, had already made its way forward via

. Neufchatesu to the Meuse, spproaching on both sides of Sedan. 3Its inten-
tion was to force its way over the leuse as rgpidly as possibly and to es-
tablish a large-scale bridgehead west of the river.

The Heagquarters, VIII Air Corps, contacted the Fanzer Group, and the
missions of the Corps in the new area of operations were discussed in detail and
tailored to fit the needs of the Panzer Group. New arrsngements were mads in
respect to ground organization, signal communications, and supply.

. The Ardennes, specifically the area of Bastogne-St. Hubert-Sedan-Neuf-
chateau, had been selected as the new troop assembly point. Mountainous and
heavily wooded, the area was extremely unsuited to air operations. It was
located approximately sixty-two miles south of the advance take-off base
(which had already been moved forward into Belgian territory) and some ninety-
three to 125 miles southwest of the original troop assembly point on both

gides of the Rhine.
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be
For the duration of its new mission, the Corps was to/"temporarily"

subordinated to the Third Air Fleet. Reduced to its simplest terms, the
new mission was to help the Panzer Group von Kleist to get across the
Meuse.

Whether this mission would entail a long-term operatiom or would
merely involve a limited intervention action and whether the Corps was
expected to retain its previous mission along the fromt of the Sixth
Army or might expect to be relieved of it -- and, if so, how soon --

were questions which could not yet be answered.

The fact remains that in the beginning the Corps was taced with a
double mission, for in addition to the new assignment at the Meuse there
gtill remained the task of supporting the operations of the Sixth Army.
The latter job was all the more important inasmuch as recent develop-
ments in the Belgian theater had made it clear that a large-scale enemy
offensive was in the offing; the Anglo-French reserve armies had ar-

. rived at the Dyle position and had been deployed %o be ready for either
detensive or otfensive action.

For the moment, then, the VIII Air Corps was confronted with the
necessity of intervening in two directions and on two fronts at the
same time, of being simultaneously subordinate to two air fleats, of
working together with two army groups, and of gupporting the operations
of two separate armies. It was no easy task, especially since the
commanders of the VIII Air Corps, anticipating quite accurately the
direction of future tactical developments, were convinced that the

really decisive operations
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_.'ould be taking place in the southwest. And instead of being permitted
to concentrate their efforts in that area, they were assigned to an even
more difficult mission in the north, a mission whose final result would
probably be of only minor tactical significance in any cage.

This was the beginning of a period of discord, ot divided leadership,
and of divided allegiance to two separate fronts -- in short, & period

of double missions.

13 Eay

On 13 May the dual missions began to take shape.

During the foremoon, all the units of the VIII Air Corps were as-
signed to repeated attecks along the front of the Sixth Army. On 13
Mgy the enemy tank assanult on Gembloux had been followed by counterattacks
by the Sixth Army all along the front, and the Air Corps intervened in
ground operations in the vicinity of LSwen and, further south, in the
Namur area. Two enemy divisions, attempting to cover the troop assembly
area near the Dyle position, were thoroughly defeated.

In the afternoon, a concentrated attack by all available dive-
bomber and bomber units was carried out in the Sedan area. This attack
was & part of the large-scale air otfensive directed by the II Air Corps
(Third Air Fleet) against French defenses on the other side ot the
Meugse sector. Approximately 1,000 aircraft participated in the attack,
which was carried out in consecutive waves.

Ag 8 result of the dual command as well as of the fact that signal

communications procedures had not yet been entirely worked out between
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the II and VIII Air Corps, the air offensive was characterized by a
certain amount of confusion, which had a detrimental effect as regarded
its effective concentration. Nevertheless, as a result of the mass air
attack, both the Panzer Corps Guderian (the XIX) and the Panzer Corps
Reinhardt (the XXXXI) managed to get across the Meuse, the XIX in the
vicinity of Sedan and the XXKXI morth of Charleville''; a tactical
success which was of paramount importance for future developments, for
it meant that the path into the midst of the enemy-held territory was
free., The anticipated Allied counteraction by the bomber forces did
not materialize.

In the area around Sedan, however, the German attackers ran into
heavy enemy fighter and antisircraft artillery defemses. The “very
strong liorane u.nits"lz, in particular, made it very clear that in this
area (as opposed to the situstion in the Belgian theater) German air
superiority was by no means a& fact. There was no doubt that the air
gituation was far more critical than in the previous area of operations
of the VIII Air Corps.

A number of organintinn‘g'ﬁtapl were taken to meet the nmew situation.
To begin with, the 26th Single-Engine Pighter Wing'> was transferred from

its station in the Ruhr District and

11 - Guderian, in his book "Erimnerungen eines Soldaten" (Memoirs of a
Soldier), has the following to say in connection with the situation
on 13 May:t "The French artillery was almost completely paralyzed
by the constant threat of our dive-bombers and bombers. Our anti-
tank units and antiaircratt artillery succeeded in immobilizing
the concrete fortifications along the Meuse."

On the same day, Guderian called General Lorzer (II Air Corps) to
thank him personally for the "outstanding support, which played
such & signiticant role in our ultimate success."
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placed under the command of the VIII Air Corps. At the same time, ele-
ments of the 27th Single-Engine Fighter Wing were moved forward into the
Aix la Chapelle area in order to bring them within the necessary range
to serve as fighter escorts for the German dive-bomber missions being
flown into the Sedan area.

Simultaneously, however, the transter of units into the Liege-3t.
Trond area was contimued -~ an indication of the prevailing uncertainty
regarding the future development of the military situatiom.

. 14 May

On 14 May the command headquarters of the Corps was moved to &
castle south of St. Hubert, in the Ardennes. As far as the Commanding
General was concerned, the focal foint of operation already lay on the
southern sector of the frontu.

During the day, a part of the units were engaged in accomplishing
the transter to Belgium, while others were reconnoitering to find suit-

. able bases in the new area of operations. These cirsumstances naturally

resulted in a weakening of the combat readiness oi the Corps.
Those units available tor active combat were assigned primarily
to missions designed to support the operations of the Sixth Army, which

was slowly approaching the Dyle positionm.

14 - Seidemann gives 14 May as the date of this move, while Deichmann
states that it did not take place until 17 May. Presumably, an
advance headquarters was established in the Ardennes on 14 May,
from which attacks on the Sedan-Charleville area were directed,
while the main headquarters was still in Belgium.

Following the decision made by the Commander in Chief, Luftwaffe,
on 16 May, in accordance with which the southern Panzer group was
to be employed alone, both headquariers were probably united in
St. Hubert on 17 May.
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Repeated, successful attacks were carried out on the tortifications in
the Liege area.

It was not until the atternoon of 14 May that the 77th Dive-Bomber
Wing began its attacks on the Sedan-Charleville area, apparently at the
order of the II Air Corps, which was in charge of operations in this
part of the area assigned to the Third Air Fleet. Again the attacks
gere ordered to support the operations of the Army near Charleville
and the sdvence of the XIX Army Corps gouthwest of 3 15. The dive
bombers emcountered heavy Fremch fighter defenses, which -~ for the
first time -- inflicted serious losses on the German forcnls.

Allied bomber forces, too, apparently did their best to halt the
advance of the German armies across the Meuse. Their attacks were un-

successful, however, and their om losses oonni.derablc”.

15 = During this operation there occurred a mumber of instances in which
the dive bombers attacked the wrong targets. Guderian continues
his report of the events of 14 May as follows: "Untfortunately,
ghortly atter my departure, German dive bombers erroneously at-
tacked the troops gathered at Chemery, causing quite heavy losses."

16 - The Commander of the 77th Dive-Bomber Wing, Lieutenant Colonel
Sehwartzkoptt, who was probably the most experienced of the German
dive-bomber pilots and, in addition, a man who had contributed
greatly to the organization of the dive-bomber arm, was killed in
action.

Captain Grat (Count) Schinborn took over command of the Wing.

17 - Guderian's report of the evente of 14 May continuess "At this
point, the enemy began lively bombardment activity along the Meuse.
Although the French and British pilots carried out their attacks
with menitest courage, they did not succeed in hitting the bridges;
their losses were guite high. Our antiaircratt artillery lorces
were having a tield day, and their ghooting was excellent."

The figure of "150 enemy aircral? ghot down" by the von EHippel
Regiment, I Antiairorait Artillery Corps, which tollows in Guder-
jan's report, seems to be rather exaggerated -- presumably it
retera to the totel number oI enemy aircratt downed by the Regiment
since 10 May 1940!

—
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15 May

During 15 May the Sixth Army was engaged in preparations for its as-
sault on the Dyle position, which was to take place on the following day.
As an integral part of these preparations, all available dive-bomber,
close-support siroraft, and righter aircrait units carried out a con-
centrated attack in support ot the operations of the XVI Panzer Corps
in the area northwest of Gembloux, thms siding the tank forces in their
advance on the Dyle position.

The point of main effort on 15 May, as tar as the overall operations
were concerned, still lay along the front of the Sixth Army.

The 77th Dive-Bomber Wing don&m was assigned to operations along
the pouthern front, in the area around Sedan. Here it carried out
successful attacks on the enemy torces facing the units of the Panser
Group von Kleist.

Fighter aircratt from the VIII Air Corps, in cooperation with ele-
ments trom the I Antiaircratt Artillery Corps, were assigned the task

ot protecting the Meuse crossing poimts in this area from enemy attack.

16 May

The primary mission of the air units ror 16 May remained the support
of the Sixth Army in the vieinity of the Byle position. The assault
scheduled for 16 May had been postponed for one day, and preparations

were being made for it.

18 - On 15 May, Generalmajor Freiherr (Baron) von Stutterheim assumed
command of the 77th Dive-Bomber Wing. Generalmajor vom Stutierheim
had formerly held the post ot Commander of the Close-Support Forces,
Third Air Fleet (Nahkampfféhrer der Lil. 3) and had been in charge
of #um Operation STORK (Storchunternehmen) in the Bastogne-Marte-
lange area (see Chapter IV of The Air Landing Operations of the
Luftwaffe - "Die LL.Unternehmen der Luftwatfe", Morzik (?)).
Generalmajor von Stutterheim was@shot down just & Tew days later;
his eighteenth injury proved fatal.
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Under the circumstances, the attacks by the air units were chiefly re-
stricted to the rear area communications system of the enemy -- jhe
area southwest of Charleroi, in particular -- and to the railway depots
ot Velenciennes, Tournai, Mons, and St. Chislain.

Along the "gouthern front™ of the operational area, the breakthrough
of the German armies through the Maginot Line was supporied from the
air by attacks on enemy troops and artillery positions in the area north-
west of Buzaney, near Stemay, and near Vouziers. The German fighter
units had moved into their new beses in the meantime, and for the first
time our forcee were able to fly with ftheir own fighter escort.

On the same day Genmeral von Richthoten, in a conference with GSring,
persuaded the latter to issue orders to the etfect that the "VIII Air
Corps is to accompany the Panzer Group von Kleist as far as the .“.._19

The necessary move of the ground organization and the flying units,
which had only just pegun, naturally led to certain difficulties in the
command set-up and in communications procedures. The situation was ren-
dered even more acute ¥y the fact that the VIII Air Corps, with its
new ground organization; was forced to move in between the I Air Corps,
on the right, and the II Air Corps, on the left. As a result, the
suitable airtields (few at best) in an area completely unsuited to air

operations to begin with

19 - The wording is based on intormation provided by Deichmann.
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were unbearably congested.
If the Fremch Air Force had been more active and more disposed to-
wards offensive operations, it could have found some extremely rewarding

targets in the Ardennes.

I7 Nay

On 17 May the units of the 24 Dive-Bomber Group carried out a last
attack on Liege and battered the last tort there, Famelle, so badly that
it was forced to surrender.

The majority of the German air units were engaged in supporting
the Sixth Lrurzo in its breakthrough at the Dyle position with attacks
on enemy artillery positions and pillbox lines on either gide of Liwen.
They flew with 2 fighter escort provided by the 27th Single-Engine
Fighter Wing.

Tpus, on 17 May the majority ot the YVIII Air Corps was still em~
ployed along the front of the Sixth Army -- for the last time.

After this date the Corps turned over its previous area of opera-
tions to the IV Air Corpa.

The period of double migsions had come to an end.

20 - Intensive perusal of the source materials reveals that Seidemann
fgils to mention that the VIII Air Corps was employed on the gector
of the Sixth Army on 16 and 17 May, 80 that the reader must conclude
that on these two days the Corps was either already being employed
in full strength in its new theater of operations or still occupied
with the transier operatiom.

On the other hand, the missions flown by the Corps during these two
days are reported by Deichmann with full documentation, so that the
guthor has preferred to Dbase his report on this source.

Seidemann's failure to mention these missions may be explained by
the fact that he had glready been transferred to the "southern
front", to prepare and direct operations there. As & result, the
events taking place in Belgium have -- quite understandably ==
glipped his mind.
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After receipt of the order of 16 May from the Commander in Chief, Luft-
waffe, the VIII Air Corps devoted itseli exclusively to the "southern
front", i.e. to support of the operations of the Panzer Group von Kleist.

During 17 May there were apparently no important missions flown on
the new front. Nevertheless, the close-support group, one gingle~-engine
tighter group, and the aerial reconngi ssance unit were employed from the
airfield at Charleville. Thus, in small measure and with only a small
force to begin with, the Corps was eble to support the Panszer units,
which was moving forward along the southern bank of the Meuses and which
had already covered a good deal of ground in its advance towards the
west.

As soon as they had completed their last missions on behalt of the
Sixth Army, the rest of the units of the VIII Air Corps moved om into

their new area of operation.

The second phase of the employment of the VIII Air Corps during
the period between 13 and 17 May, known as the period of double missions,
can be summarized as followss

1) Despite the difficulties inherent in an assignment to two
fronts at the same time, the Corps mpport&' the Army so successfully
that it was able to make a mumber of highly significant gains.

2) In its support of the operations of the Simth Army, it had not
only played a decisive role in the "tank battle of Gembloux", but had
also made it possible for the Aruy to break through the well-tfortified

and heavily defended
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Dyle position. The advaence of the Anglo-French armies into Belgium had
been halted == and the VIII Air Corps had played a not incomnsiderable
role in this success.

3) At the point of main effort, along the Meuse on either side of
Sedan, the Corps had assisted the armored forces of Army Group A to get
across the river without delay by means of air attacks designed to hold
down the enemy defensive forces at the crossing points. At the same
time, it had helped to destroy the Maginot Line, and had opened the way
tor the advance of the Panzer Group von Kleist towards the west, in the
general direction of St. Quentin. The ultimate target of the operation,
the English Channel, was apparently within easy reach.

4) The air situation in the two theaters of operation was basically

quite different. In Belgium, German air superiority had been attained

beyond the shadow of a doubt by this time. In northern France, scene
of the operations of the German breakthrough armies, the battle for air
. superiority was just beginning.

Nevertheless, the air situation had been clarified to a certain
extent by the fact that -- atter the first concentrated bombardment by
the RAF of the Meuse sector between Liege and Maastricht -- the mass
counterattack by the French bomber units which had been expected against
the breakthrough on the focal front in the Sedan-Charleville area failed

to materialize (apart trom the inetfectual attack on this area on 14 lay).
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Whether the French air units had been more or less put out of action
by the serial wartare of the past few days or were being held back for
& large-scale counterattack was still an open question. The fact re-

mained that their passive attitude had made them miss & decigive

opportunity.

5) Its tlexibility of leadership, its perfection ot organizatiom,
and its talent for improvisation had made it possible for the Corps to
tultill two simultaneous assignments successfully. The transter of

. the ground organization (which presupposed a mastery of the signal com-
munications and supply problems which beset it) into an area which was
not only already congested by both Army and Luftwaffe units but which
was also highly unsuited to air operations, was an outstanding achieve-
ment.

6) The flying units had not only tulfilled the requirement that
they be constantly prepared for action, but had successiully kept pace

. with the flemibility ot their leaders. It was anything but easy for
units specitically trained for cloge-support operations to be faced
not only daily, but hourly, with nes assignments, in ne. operational
areas, and on behalf of new ground units. Yet all the missions as-

signed to them were accomplished.

In concluding our remarks on the second phase, let us attempt to

supplement the description given in the text by reference té a map.
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Phase 3 - I8 %o 28 May I930 (Support ot the Uperatioms of the Panzer Group

yor EKieist Fsr g8 the Sear Int tien in the Battie of Fienders sad

Artois

During the day on which the VIII Air Corps was gscheduled to begin
its exclusive partnership with the Panger Group von Kleist in the latter's
advance towards the west (i.e. on 18 May), the Panzer Group had advanced
go tar that it was almost out of reach.

Ag of the evening of 18 May, the Panzer Corps Guderian had already
reached the Peronne-Ham-La Fere-Crecy line, and the armored units com-
mended by Reinhardt and Bohain were advancing steadily just morth of
it.

In view of the apparently smooth progress of this advance, the new
take-off bases of the VIII Air Corps in the Ardennes gseemed to have be-
come obsolete before they could even be put to use. The following sta~
tistics may help to illustrate the gituation:

The distance between the first armored units, which had already
reached Peronne, and the nearest airfield of the new take-oif area near
Sedan was approgimately ninety miles. Experience had shown, however,
that the most effective combat pemetration depth$ tor the Ju-87's and
Me-109's was between 111 and 124 miles. For the He-123, with which the
close-support group was equipped, the optimum depth was only seveniy-
two to ninety miles, which meant that these sircraft had mo chance
whatsoever of being employed eftectively. On the basis af these fi-

gures, the
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dive bombers would have practicelly no time for combat over the area of
operation betore they reached the advance tank units. Under these con-
ditions, only a few missions per day could be carried out, for the
shorter the distance between take-off base and target, the more missions
could be flown per day.

For this reason, the most urgent business of the moment was to
move the ground organization as far towards the tront as possible with
the least possible delay.

The command headquarters of the VIII Air Corps was immediately
brought forward into the vicinity of Guise (east of St. Quentin), and
orders were given to bring up the ground organization installations,
particularly the signal communications equipment, as soon as possible
go that the flying units could move into their new airfields around
the Guise area without delay.

Thig situation gave rise to an increasing number and variety of
problems as regarded the functioning of the command seti-up. One pro-
blem in particular, that of organizing the cooperation between the Air
Corps and the pangzer units, whose operations covered an exiensive ter-
ritory, was urgently in need of a solution. In order that the reader
may more easily follow the operations to be described, the solution de-
viged by the VIII Air Corps is outlined brietly below.

Bven as early as during the campaign in Poland, it was clear that
a solution would have to be found for the problem of cooperation be-
tween the armored forces and the Luftwaffe. A few tentative suggestions
were brought forward at that time and were tried out with varying de-
grees of success, but no real sttempt was made to formulate a standard
method for coordinating the operations of the two service branches.

In any cese, the problem at that time was reatricted to the air support

—
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where little or no enemy resistance was encountered (as, for example,
east of the Vistula).

In the West, however, the urgent need for close coordination be-
came apparent for the tirst time during the operation in which the VIII
Air Corps opened up the way into the interior of Belgium for the Sixth
Army's XVI Panzer Corps. And this assignment had been a relatively
simple one, since it concernsd only two Panzer divisions operating in
a limited area.

The problem became more complicated when the Luftwaffe close-support
units were ordered to cooperate with & large Panzer force for the first
time in carrying out a decision-seeking breakthrough and pursuit action
of previously unheard-of scope and geographical extent, If this opera-
tion, to take place at the focal point of the overall offengive, was to
gucceed, it had to be based on a painstakingly exact schedule of coer-
dination., Zhis, in turn, presupposed that both service branches would
have to plan, think, and act in terms of previously unfamiliar con~
cepts of time and spawe.

The prerequisites for the success of the mission were the follow-
ing: harmonious cooperation between the air and armored forces; a
high degree of flexibility on the part of the commanders of both forces;
and a smoothly functioning system of communication. All three condi-
tions were fulfilled as regarded the joint thrust of Army and Luftwafte
to the Chanmel coast.

In view of the fundamental importance of the problem of coordina~
tion, I think that we are justified in describing in some detail the

way in which it was solved before beginning the account of
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the role pdayed by the VIII Air Corps during the so-called third phase
of operations. In this connection we are interested not only in the
way in which coordination with the armored units was developed during
the firet few days of joint operations, but also in the subsequent
evaluation of its effectiveness and in the ways in which it was later
improved upon.

First of all, let us look at the purely technical aspect of commu-
nication in the new theater of operations. A4 signal communications
line hed been set up along the line of march taken by the Panzer Group
von Kleist, and Luftwaffe command posts and airfields had beem linked
up with it, This network, to handle telephone and telegraph communi-
cation, was supplemented by s radio communication network.

luttwatte eignal liaison troops had been assigned to the command
posts of the Panzer divisions where they were to remain in constant
contact, by radio and telephone, with the command headquarters of the
Air Corps. On the basis of experience gathered during the campaign in
Poland®2, this time it had been decided mot to use liaison units of
the traditional type, but instead to assign young oificers from the
Luftwaffe Signal Communications Forces, who were to restrict them-
gselves to transmitting messages and to reporting the factual develop-
ment of the military situation. They were not authorized to "advige"
the Army commanders or to "request" air support. On the basis of
the purely factual reports transmitted to them, the leaders of the
VIII Air Corps were then able to form their own evaluation of a given
situation and to decide on the npproprig‘te commitment of their units.

The purely technical aspect of communication served primarily as
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of decisive significance for the success of the joint operations and,
above all, it proved to be a blessing as far as the erfective commit-
ment ot forces at lower echelons was concerned.

Close coordination was guaranteed not only by the geographical
proximity of the command headquarters of the Army and the lLuftwatfe.

In addition, the General Staff Chief of the VIII Air Corps was always

available to confer in person with the General Staff Chief of the
Panzer Group von Kleist?’, permitting detailed discussion of the git-
. uation and a fruitful exchange of opinions. After personal discussion
of the situation and its demands, orders for the employment of the
air units in sccordance with the requests for support submitted by
the Panger units and approved by the General Staff Chiefs were trans-
mitted by direct wire to the Operations Starf of the VIII Air Corps.
Thus it was only a matter of seconds, or at most minutes, before the
request of & Panger division was transiormed into specific orders to
. the air units concerned, once such details as attack time, target
limitations, and the enemy ground and air situations had been clari-
fied. In this way, too, the air units were exactly informed as to
the location of their own advance ground troops and as to the situation
of the enemy Iorces.

The etfects of such a request for air support could begin to make
themselves telt in the combat area concerned within torty-tive minutes
to an hour and & gquarter arter spproval of the request in question.
One prerequisite tor the success of this short-notice method of em-
ployment, of course, was that the VIII Air Corps have one group ready
tor immediate commitment at all times, so that it could be in the air

within twenty minutes after receipt of its combat orders.
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The same method was used to emsure the constant availability of an ade-
quate tighter escort for short-notice commitment.

"Never again during the course or the war was such a smoothly func-
tioning system for discussing and planning joint operations achieved",
says Seidemann.

The question of ococordination with the Panzer Group was one of the
problems taced by the commanders of the VIII Air Corps. The second was
created by the supply situation.

Due to a number of tactors -- the suddenly longer distances to be
covered, the ditticulties in the. transport of supplies of all kinds, the
unreliability of communications lines to the rear area, the lack of both
ground and sir transport space avails¥le to the Corps, the shifting of
the supply system from one Air Fleet area to another with the consequent
necessity for coping with new supply bases and supply lines, and last
but not least the unexpected suddenness with which the ground organiza-
tion had been ordered to move forward -- the Corps was in serious diffi-
culty as regarded the supply aspect.

The supply lines towards the front had not yet been adequately se-
cured and those towards the rear were already congested by the supply
columns on their way to the Panser units and by the closely packed columns
of the slower-moving infantry forces. *hus the only way of meeting the
most urgent supply demands of the Corps was by air. A% the request of
the Corps, the Third Air Fleet provided a large number of Ju=52 transport
aircratt which were kept busy delivering supplies to the Main Supply Depot

(Hauptnachschubplatz) set up at the largest of the airfields near Guise.
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The supply situation was made even more difficult by the unexpectedly
high consumption of ammunition. Even during the campaign in Poland, it
had been noted that the number of missions actually flown by the dive~
bomber units per day and per month was gseveral times higher than the
tigure computed during mobilization planning. Although this fact had
been taken into account during the planning and preparation of the cam-
paign in the West, the tirst few days of operations again showed a sur-
prisingly high consumption of ammunition == much higher than had been
anticipated. (It must be remembered that the dive-bomber and elose-
support units were carrying out eight to ten group missions per day
during the first few days of the otfensive.) To bomb consumption must
be added correspondingly high consumption of fuel, ammunition for the
airborne armaments, spare parts, etc.

It was only due to the extensive commitment of the transport air-
oratt that the new ground organization sctually succeeded in building
. up adequate stocks at Guise in time to permit the tlying units of the

VIII Air Corps to at least keep up with the armored forces in their
rapid sdvanoeu.

In spite of the supply difficulties we have mentioned, which were
compounded during the first few days by the inadequacy of the communica-

tions system, the air migsions continued on 18 May and on the days fol=

lowing.

24 - The empty Ju-52's were reserved for the transport of Army wounded
from the front. In this way thousands of wounded soldiers were
able to receive prompt medical attention in hospitals at home.

— e T
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1. Zdvance to ithe CHannmel, IB T 21

The missions of the VIII Air Corps during the period prior to the
arrival of the advance armored units at $he coast served primarily to
screen the Panzer force against attack from the south and to cover its
completely unprotected left flank.

The enemy targets attacked by the bomber and dive-bomber units
during these few days formed a chain extending along the southern flank
of the advancing Panzer Group -- Amiens, Montdidier, Ham, Soissons,
Laon, Beims, Vouziers, and Stenay (Meuse) in the morthern Argomne,

Attacks were carried out on any and all targets which might con-
ceivably threaten the southern flank of the advancing force -- enemy
troop columns, highway and rail traffic, artillery positions, and --
above all -- tank parks and tank deployment maneuvers, especially in
the vicinity of Amiens, Laon, and Reims. Moreover, enemy bridgeheads
in the south, such as those at Ham and La Fere, along the Somme, were
bombarded in order to frustrate the possibility of the enemy's utili-
zing them as bases from which to threaten the 5t. Quentin area and the
nearby ground organization of the VIII Air Corps.

It goes without saying that a number of units were still assigned
to the secondary mission im of smoothing the way ) the advance tanks

by means of well-placed attacks, although for the most part
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the armored advance units were moving ahead without encountering any
enemy resistance at all. By 18 May Guderian's tanks had reached the
Peronne-Ham-La Fere-Crecy line; on 19 May the town of Albert was taken;
on 20 May Amiens was occupied. The advance tanks had reached the area
lying north of Abbeville.

During the course of 21 May, the advance foroe reached the coast
northwest of Abbeville -- the first goal of the operation had been

achieved,

The three maps included as Appendices 51, 52, and 53 give a clear
picture of the development of ground operations in the combat sector
under discussion harozs.

Map I shows the progress of the German panzer advance through the

middle of the front as of 18 May, thus at the point when the

VIII Air Corps began to support the operations of the Fanzer

Group von Kleist exclusively and when it began its transfer

. towards the west (Guige).
Map II supplements Map I in that :|..t indicates the position of the

Pangzer Group von Kleist, i.e. that of the Panzer Corps
Guderian and the Panger Corps Reinhardt, as of 20 May; it
clearly reveals their exposed position between the two now

widely separated areas of operations and indicates the

goals set tor their immediate future.

25 - Maps I and IIT were taken irom the bock "Deutschland im Kampt" (Ger-
many in the Midst ot the Struggle), published by the Ministry of
Propaganda and the Wehrmacht High Command. Map II was taken from
Tippelskirch, op. cit.

—_—
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Hap III reflects the situation as of 21 May, the end of the period
under digscussion here; the Channel coast has been reached.
In addition, all three maps provide a picture of the course of the

overall front on the days in question.

By the time the advance armored force had reached the Channel coast,
however, the direction of interest and the missions of the VIII Air Corps
had already begun to shift. To be sure, the advance torce was still
being npportﬂ"ehorwer necessary, and the scuthern tlank was still being
covered from the air. DBut a new problem had arisen in the north -- in
Flanders and Artois the battle to keep the Anglo=-French armies encircled
was in full swing, and the Allied armies were repeatedly trying to
break out towards the south.

Beginning with 20 lMay, the services of the VIII Air Corps were re-
gquired to an ever incr;asing degree in the north, a sign that the shift
in its main area of concentration was beginning. The first, purely
offensive missions were followed by a defensive assignment -- in the
strategic semse only. For from the tactical point of view, a defensive
air mission can only be asccomplighed through the medium of attack.

On 20 May a relatively large force was assigned to attack targets
in the north rather than in the south. The focal point of its attack

was the Douai-LeCateau-Baval area, lying directly to the north of
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the VIII Air Corps ground organization. A number of enmemy tanks which
had penetrated to a point directly nerth of Guise were destroyed.

On the same day, attacks were carried out to destroy the previously
mentioned enemy bridgeheads at Ham and La Fere in the south.

The Corps was also still engaged in its task of smoothing the way
for the advance tank rorce along the Channel coast towards the north.

Thus the VIII Air Corps was operating in three directions at the
same time.

On the last day of this particular phase of operations (which had
coversd the period 18 through 21 May), there cocurred a combat incident
which degerves special mention and attention == the incident at Cambrai.

During the morning of 21 May, while the advance armored force was
nearing the coast northwest of Abbeville, something happened behind their
own combat front which served to illuminate the danger threatening not
only the ground organization of the VIII Air Corps, located as it was
between two enemy iromts, but also the rear area commnications lines
of the Panzer Group.

Coming from the north, that is from the Flanders and Artois ares,
where the battle of encirclement was getting under way; a French armored
tforce carried out an assault on Cambrai, whose nearby airtield was al-
ready occupied by the Close~Support Group and one single-engine tighter
group. At the moment ot the attack, the German Army had no torces at
its disposal for a counteraction. The advance elements of the Intantry
Corps, on its way to Cambrai, were not expected to arrive there until

about noon.
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The gitustion was critical, for French armored and motorized units
had already reached the northern and eastern outskirts ot the town and
had taken the crowded airtield under fire.

At this point, Captain Weiss ordered his tried and tested Close-
Support Group into the air and began to bombard the enemy troops in one
attack wave after the other. The tighter aircraft also participated in
these attacks, and the German antiaircratt artillery concentrated around
the airtield (both light and heavy batteries) took part in the fighting
on the ground.

Thanks to Captain Weiss' action, the enemy assault was brought to
a halt and the numerous participating enemy tanks finally beaten back
under heavy losses. The remnants of the enemy torce, approximately forty
tanks and 150 trucks of infantry troops, withdrew towards the north during
the atternoon. They were pursued by the advance troops of the II Army
Corps, who had arrived in the meantime and who took over the task of
securing the territory to the north.

At first glance the Cambrai incident may seem to be no more than
an ingiginiticant episode within the overall otfensive. Yet it was
more than an episode; if the French torce had succeeded in its break-
through action, it would surely have been followed by others; not only
could it have overrun the ground organization of the VIII Air Corps and
put it out of sction, but it could also have seriously digrupted the
rear area commnications lines of the Panzer Group. It could have
brought the advance of the Panger Group to & halt -- temporarily at
least == by forcing it to secure its morthern flank before moving on.

In ghort the eftects of such a successiul breakthrough could have been

of great strategic importance,
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particularly if the enemy had attacked with his armored forces from the
south at the same time, a move which would certainly have had to be an-
ticipated under the eircumstances.

That these developments were hindered, was due solely to the VIII
Air Corps, and specifically to Captain Weiss. In an area in which there
were no ground troops aveilable, the Luftwaffe =- by itself == had suc-
cessfully countered a surprise threat to the vulnerable northern tlank
of the strategically very important advance armored force. A serious
orisis in the overall situation had been averted’,

On the same day, concentrated attacks were carried out on targets
in the St. Pol-Bathure area and farther north, along the front ot the

Panzer Group, which was advancing north along the coast.

The attacks were directed from St. Quentin for the first time.

The ground organization, in other words the operational base for
the units of the VIII Air Corps, had been moved forward piece by piece
during the period of operations described above (18 through 21 m)ﬂ.

The ground organization distribution map shows the original area
of operations around the Charleville-Sedan-Neufchateau-Bastegne-St.

Hubert region as well ag the new one in the Guige-

26 = See also the report of the Commander of the Close-Support Group,
included as Appendix 54.
27 -~ See Appendix 55.
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Cambrai-St. Quentin area, the focal point of which was the airfield
group around Guise.

The map also indicates the advance take-off fields at 5t. Fol and
St. Omer, which were established during the following few days to serve
as bages for fighter and close-support urcraftza.

In addition the map has been marked to show the ground situation,
especially the course of the enemy fronts, as it was to be on the evening
of 22 May. Phis particular date was selected because the encirclement
area in Flanders and Artois was clearly apparent for the first time in
the situation maps of the Commander in Chief, Army. It had not yet
been clearly emough defined to show up on the maps for the preceding
days.

The purpose of this map is to make it clearly evident that the
ground organization of the VIII Air Cirps, wedged in between two enemy
fronts, was in & dangerously exposed position. One result of this
gituation was the Cambrai incident just desoribed.

Nevertheless, just a few days before =- on 19 and 20 May -- the
situation had been even more critical in that none oI the slowly ad-
veneing intantry troops at all had arrived to secure the territory to
the south along the Somme, while the French had already moved their
pridgeheads across the Somme towards the north. MNorsover the area
between the southern and northern fronts was still full of isolated

enemy units of varying strength, which had been scattered by

28 - The advance take-off area is indicated by a broken line (= = =).

—
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The exposed position of the VIII Air Corps remained eritical for

the time being. Large-scale enemy action was expescted in both the
north and the south. For at that time there was no way of knowing
that the encircled enemy armies were destined to fail in their attempts
to break out from the north or that there were no plans afoot for a
large~-scale concentrated thrust mexsms from the south across the Somme
and the Aisne. A4ll in all, the situation was characterized by a high
degree of uncertainty.
The missions of the VIII Air Corps remsined the same as they had
been since 20 May:
1) air support for the Army in the battle of Flanders and Artois
(this was the primary mission)
2) air support of the advance of the armored force along the
Channel coast towards Boulogne and Calais in the north

3) air cover for the southern flank of the panzer group whenever

necessary.

22 May

On 22 May weather conditions were such that aerial reconnaissance
had to be postponed until the afternoon. Then, on the basis of recon-
naissance reports, the dive-bomber units were sent up to attack enemy

troop movements in the area of St. Omer, St. Pol, Douai, Bailleul, and

Cassel.
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The tank advance continued along the Channel coast towards Boulogne and
Calais. The air units continued to attack ghead of the tanks, battering
the enemy to the point where he was willing to surrender. By evening
the tanks had arrived at Boulogne.

On the same evening, however, the dive-bombers operating near the

coast suffered their tirst serious losses in a surprise attack by a

strong British fighter force. For the first time, elements of the
British home air defense force had left their bases in southeastern
England to intervene in the air war over the Continent. With this,
the air situation had suddenly become oritical -~ and it was to become
more and more critical up to the battle of Dunkirk.

Again on the following day, 23 May, the dive=bombers lost a good
nany aireraft to the British fighters, until the German fighter units
ware ordered in no uncertain terms to do gsomething about it. In the
ensuing aerial combat they managed to gain the upper hand.

® During 23 May, the Corps concentrated all its availsble units in
repeated attacks in support of the battle at Flanders and Artois. All
enemy troop movements and combat positions in the area west and south-
west of Lille were subjected to congtant bombardment. Specifically,
such targets were located and combatted near Estaires, Lillers, Bethune,
lLa Bassee, Lens, Arras, Henin-lLietard, Carvin, Ste. Catherine, Nivoulas,
and Sy.

These attacks seem to have been 80 spectacularly successfull and

their results so impressive that
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by evening, General von Richthofen's evaluation of the situation was ex-
tremely optimistic -- "We won the battle of Flanders today; all that's
left to do in the north is to mop upl"29 In reality, however, the
fighting was to contimue for some time.

But the concentrated attack carried out in support of Army opera-
tions was not the only mission for the VIII Air Corps om that day. In
the afternoon, immediately after receipt of a report that the British
were landing troops from transport ships and destroyers north and
wouth ¢ Boulogne, both dive-bomber wings were ordered up to attack the
enemy naval targets. The War Diary (Eriegstagebuch) of the VIII Air
Corps records "one cruiger, three destroyers, and five transport vessels
sunk"??,

On 23 May the VIII Air Corps had concentrated on operations towards
the north and northwest. On the following day -- 24 May -- it was right-
ing trom a central point towards both north and south.

South of the Somme, a large torce attacked enemy troop movements
and assembly points in the Amiens-Corbie-lMoreuil area, thus protecting
the rear of the German armies, which taced north in the fighting of
the battle of Flanders and Artois.

Subsequently the same torce together with still more units was as-
gigned to operations in the north, where it attacked enemy troop con-

centrations in the

29 - Reported by Deichmanu.

30 - These are the figures given by Deichmann, on whose report the en-
tire paragraph is based. The author considers it highly unlikely,
however, that the British should have been landing troops at or
near Boulogne at this point. In view of the overall gitustion, it
seems much more logical that the British should have been evacuat-
ing troops of the British Expeditionary Corps which had been caught
in and around Boulogne. ’.!'.'his version seems all the more probable
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And gt the same time, the "pilots" had to defend themselves on the
ground without benefit of any support by the Army. During this period
the heavily congested airfield at St. Quentin was still, or rather once
again, under French artillery fire from the south; the dive bombers

had to be pressed into service to put it down.

On 25 May a strong force of bombers and dive bombers was needed
once again to carry out attacks in the south near Amiens (Amiens-Aumale-
Motdidier), in order to suppord the formation of a new Army defensive

. front. The British tank regiments moving up to attack were beaten
back.

Another dive-bomber force attacked enemy naval targets off Calais

with considerable success. This attack, too, was countered by British
fighter aircraft from the home air defense force =- for the first time
without any success. In the meantime the German fighter escort had
been strengthened and carefully organized and could no longer be
taken by surprise by the British fighters.

On the evening of 25 May, after a detailed orientation session with
g8ll the panzer unit commanders, the Commanding General of the VIII Air
Corps drew up the following summary of the situation in the north:

1) The enemy was still strong in the Tournai-Conde-Valenciennes-

Denain-Lens area

2) The Pangzer Group von Kleist had received orders from the Fihrer

himgelf to stop at the St. Omer-Cravelines line %o avoid going

on into unsuitable terrain (!)

ey (O e gl TRkl T )
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3) The encirclement of the remaining enemy troops, already under
way, was to be completed from the east by the Sixth Army. The
latter, however, was moving much too slowly.

4) In order to close off the encirclement area from the west and
thus to prevent the escape of the enemy troops to the coast,
the Army had requested the VIII Air Corps to do its best to

the
help the ground torces to move forward towards/Hazebrouk-Cassel-
Bergues area as rapidly as possible.

5) The main part of the town of Calais was already in German hands,

but enemy resistance at the fort and on the northern edge of

the town would have to be broken down by the VIII Air Corps

the following day.

If the VIII Air Corps was to fulfill these new misgions, its ground
organization would have to be moved forward into the area around St. Pol.
At the moment, however, the move could be accomplished only for the
close-support group and for the fighters, since the supply situation
was such that only these units could be serviced from the advance bases.
The transfer of the fighter units was particularly urgent, "inasmuch
as the Royal Air Force is superior to our forces in the Calais n.z'eml"'z'2

Obviously under the influence of his conference with the tank com-
manders, General von Richthofen once again gave voice to his critical
attitude towards the Army, this time in respect to its dependence upon
the Luftwaffe:s "We suffer the losses, and the troops call for help.

They have an exaggerated feeling of vulnerability in the face of enemy

air .tt Mk 3

32 - Based on Deichmann's report.

————— e
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because they are not used to it, They won't do anything any more with=-
out air support."”

Lhig rather drastic statement by General von Richthoten is no doubt
somewhat exaggerated., Nevertheless it does characterize a very real

weaknegs in the ground troops at that time; they had been spoiled by

the fact of German air superiority.

In keeping with the evaluation of the situation on 25 May and in
compliance with the requests submitted by the tank commanders, on 26
May the activity of the VIII Air Corps was restricted to the north.

All the available units were concentrated in repeated attacks on the
Egtaires-Armentieres-Bailleuil area, where enemy troops were tightly
nassed. The troop concentration area was protected by a strong fighter
defenge force, however, so that the attacks resulted in heavy German
logses.

On the coast Boulogne had surrendered, and the attacks on the
fortifications at Calais had been successful.

The ground situation as a whole is indicated by Map IV ("Status of
Combat as of 26 m..).’t#_ As the map reveals, the encirclement area
had tightened and was shitting slightly towards the west; south of
it, however, along the Somme, there is no sign of a well-defined, uni-
fied front.

During the following days, the battle of Flanders and Artois grad-

ually neared its conclusion. On 26 May the Belgian Army surrendered.

3% - Based on Deichmann's report.
34 - See Appendix 56.
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On the same day, Estaires and Poperinghe were once again subjected
to heavy bombardment by the units of the VIII Adir Corps -~ for the last
time. The battle had come to an end.

In the meantime the VIII Air Corps had already begun its activiiy
in the Dunkirk area, which was to increase steadily -~ without interrup-
tion == until the climax represented by the British Operation DYNAMO.
fhis account of the role played by the VIII Air Corps in Operation
YELLOW (Gelb), however, finds its end with the conclusion of the batile
of Flanders and Artois. Its activity during the period immediately

following is described in detail in Chapter IX (An Interlude: Dunkirk).

On 30 May, the VIII Air Corps received its orders for a new offen-
give directed towards the south =- Operation RED (Rot).

And while the bomber, dive-bomber, and fighter units were carrying
out their assigned attacks on Dunkirk -- which, in the last analysis,
were unguccessful -- the leaders or the VIII Air Corps began i@ pre-
parations for the redeployment of its forces towards the south and
for its part in the second oifensive.

Map v reflects the ground situation as it was aiter the end of
the first phase of the offensive and before the start of the second
phase, in other words at that point when the Luftwaffe's only assigned
area of concentration was over Dunkirk.

In order to help the reader to follow more easily the account given
in the text, still snother map has been attached pertaining to this

chapter in general

35 = See Appendix 57, "Status of Combat as of 71 liay".
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and to the last section in particular (The Struggle tor the Channel Coast
and the Battle of Flanders and Artois, 22 through 26 May). This is &
map of France (scale 1:200,000), Sheet Er. 4, 1i11e%°,

A1l place names which hade been mentioned in the text are outlined
in blue on the map.

Mogt ot these rerer to towns or villages which themselves were
bombed or in whose immediate vicinity bombing attacks were carried out.

The sdvance airtields or the VIII Air Cprps in the west are clear-

1y marked.

One other point deserves mention: one can tell from the map how
very dirficult orientation and target location must have been Ior the
dive-bomber and close-support units over the densely populated indus-

trial district ot northern France.

36 - See Appendix 58.

——————
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Our concluding summary of the activity ot the VIII Air Corps will
be limited to no more than one or two points, especially as the prin-
ciples underlying the conduct of operations and the execution or the
operations themselves have been discussed repeatedly and in detail
in the preceding account of events.

As far as the method of presentation is concerned, I should like
to explain why I tound it more appropriate to rcllow de;olopmentl day

. by day than to present the overall course ol events in outline. Only
by following the activity of the Corps through each day of the offen~-
give so far was it possible to give a clear picture of the number and
variety of the missions assigned % it and of the extraordinary tlex-

1bility demonstrated by both its commanders and its troops in the

face of constantly changing situstions. Command and troops alike
proved tully capable of coping with the tactical and strategic re-

. quirements or the Army. The problem of “direct support of ground oper-
ations" &5 a migsion of the Close-Support Corps of the ILuttwaffe was
solved in positively "classic" fashion. The previous careful evalua=
tion of the experience gained during the campaign in Poland had borme
fruit, even under other circumstances and changed conditions.

The subject of the conduct of close-support operations by the
Luftwaffe =~ although restricted to only one corps among several --
has been dealt with in greater detail than the method of employment

e

and problems inherent in/\uomnitmnt of the other luftwaffe corps. This

is the case not only bescsuse -- comparatively speaking ==
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there is more documentary material available concerning the activity of
the VIII Air Corps than of the other Luftwatfe corps. This is the case
primarily because the problem of "direct gupport of ground cperations"

-~ involving the closest possible coordination of operations between

air units and large panzer units, often over long distances and entailing
the long-range selection of remote targets, as well as the hazardous m-.

ing of a ground organization forward into territory threatened by the

enemy ~- was posed for the tirst time in the history ot air warfare
and, what is more, was solved.

It may be viewed as a deficiency of the preceding account that the
connection between the activity of the Close-Support Corps and the ao-
tivity of the rest of the Luftwatfe was not sufficiently stressed. TYet
tor all practical purposes, there was no connection at that time, apart
from the few instances in which & connection was specifically mentioned.

As demanded by the situation in which it found itselt, the VIII Air
. Corps planned and carried out all the missions -- tactical and grategic,

as dictated by each individual situation -- on its own initiative and
with its own forces. Not only did it accomplish the primary mission,
thet of clearing the path of advance for the panzer units, but at the
same time it utilized its units to provide direct air cover along the
flanks of the panzer units during their penetration thrusts into enemy
territory and thus secured the strategic success of the tank assault
behind the enemy front. And it was not only the Corps' small bomber
force which handled these missions; the brunt was borne primarily by
the dive-bomber units, which proved to be the most effective instrument

available.

B Sa— |

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQO12958




THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

e

204

At any rate, the traditional division of labor -- employment of the
dive-bombers in advance of the front end commitment of the bombers to
cover the flanks -- was not applicable to the gituation of the VIII Air
Corpse.

The preceding account of the course of events has nade no attempt

%o show in how far the sctivity of the "long-range corps" (i.e. all the

rest of the Luftwaffe corps) on either side of the VIII Air Corps may
have hed Exiixes an jndirect influence on tie accomplighment of the
cloge-support mission. 1t is obvious, however, that the gir fleets,
particularly the Third Air Fleet, as the superior headquarters of the
VIII Air Corps, directed the aotivity of their long-renge COTpPS to
conform with the requirements inherent in the need to maintain a point
of main effort for the overall operation, 80 that their missions along
the flanks of the Close=Support Corps certainly had some effeet in the
depths of the enemy territory, namely in those areas in which strong
. enemy troop concentrations were guspected or feared, The actual acti-
vity of the long-range cOTPS cannot be delineated with any degree of
certainty, at least not on the bagis of the available documents. The
exact degree of coordination between the conduct of close-support oper-
ations and the provision of air cover for the flanks in the depths of
enemy territory could be reconstructed only by reference to the daily
operationsl orders and the individual missions assigned to the long-
range CorpE. Unfortunately, these orders are not available.
There is still another factor which may be significant.
As had also been the case during the campaign in Poland, the ex-
tremely close cooperation between Luftwaffe and Army and the constant

need for direct participation by Luftwaffe conmanders at the front lines

S s )
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hed led to the slow but sure withdrawal of the VIII Air Corps from the
direct command of its superior headgquarters. The Corps had become more
or less independent, This was not so apparent as long as the Corps
wag subordinate to the Second Air Fleet and was operating within &
clearly defined area against relatively limited targets. OUmce under
the Third Air Fleet, however, it became more end more evident as the
Corps "venished" in the west in the wake of the armored wedge and could
no longer be reached, simply because of the inadeguacy of signal commu-
nications. Geographically, %00, the distances between the various
Luftwaife command staff posts had grown gteadily greater. By the time
the Third Air Fleet got around to moving its command headquarters into
southern Belgiun37, the headquarters of the VIII Air Corps had already
left St. Quentin for the Doullens area (morth of Amiens), in order to
be as near a8 possible to the Panzer Group headquarters. "Under the
circumstances, the VILI Air Corps had no choice but to act with a good
. deal of independence. The renunciation of firm command on the part of
the Third Air Fleet was an intelligent and favorable move, "o
Nevertheless, if the need for it had arisen, closer coordination
with other Luftwaife corps would have been possible at any time. On
the very tew occasions when this proved necessary, the problem was

golved very satisfactorily.

37 = Roumont Castle, gouth of St. Hubert, the gbandoned command head-
quarters of the VIII Air Corps.
38 = Seidemann, op. cit.

————
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In no case did the solution present any difficulty, for the two

groups of missions involved were so very difreremt. There were only

two cases in which joint operations proved necesaaryj tirst, together
with the II Air Corps (in charge of the operation), during the crossing
of the Meuse sector near Sedan-Charleville and during the subsequent
attacks on the Maginot Line in this area; and second, during the com=
limsat of the entive Iuftwaffe st Dunkizk’’,

During all the phases of the first offensive, there was frequent

. need for coordinated operations with the I and II Antiaircraft Artillery
Corps. Carried out both &s a part of the ground fighting and in air
detense actions, these operations were always handled smoothly on the
basis of direct personal agreements -- i.e. without orders from a
superior headquarters.

In cloging, let us look once more at the development of the air
gituation.

. During the first few days of the offensive, in connection with its
task of supporting the operations of the Sixth Army, the VIII Air Corps
had goon achieved air superiority over eastern Belgium.

A temporary tlare-up in enemy air activity during the fighting
incidental to the orossing of the Meuse in the Sedan=Charleville area
was quickly snd successfully countered.

During the thrust to the sea, German air guperiority was clear
and uncontested.

In the last phase of activity, however, in the area east of

e————

39 = See Chapter IX, An Interludes Dunkirk.

———
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the Channel coast, serious enemy air resistance made its appearance for
the first time, resulting in heavy losses for the German units. The
most modern fighter units of the Royal Air Force, previously spared in
combat to make certain of their being gvailable for home air defense
operations, had attecked from their home bases on the southeast coast
of England.

Thig intervention on the Continent meant a good deal more than

just a defensive meagure or an attempt by the British to relieve the

. Expeditionary Corps in its tactically and strategically threatening

situation.

Viewed in its larger significance, it meant the beginning of the
gtruggle for air superiority between the Luftwaffe and the Royal Air
Force, a struggle which was to continue unabated during the torthcom-
ing Operation DYNAMO, i.e. the evacuation of Dunkirk.

Only a few weeks later it was to reach its climax in the decisive

. Battle of England.
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CHAPIER/ IV /

The Employment of the Imftwsfre in Stretegie Uperations

tiT the Aehievement of &ir Superior It 1 1940

A, The Given Situation and the Praconditions for Further Action

The thrust to the Channel by the Panzer Group von Kleist, which had
enjoyed decisive support by the cloge-support units bf the VIIL Air Corps,
began in the form of a Tinely pointed wedge which grew gradually broader
as it pierced the western theater of opernti;nl and tinally divided it
into two completely separate areas of ccmbatl.

Ag a result ot this split in the overall area, brought about within
a remarkably short time, it was inevitable that not only the Army Groups
A and B should be forced to operate with increasing independence of one
another, The Second and Third Air Fleets, %00, had no choice but to
shitt to independent operations.

Although on the seventh day of the offensive, the VIII Air Corps
was still nominally subordinate to the Third Air Fleet, in reality it

played the role of a kind of independent "third torce"

1 - Map III, Appendix 53, provides & clear picture of this situstion.
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between the two Air Fleets and thus served to separate them even more.
Thig effect was made all the more evident by the tact, discussed in
the preceding chapter, that the VIII Air Corps had a fairly free hand
in carrying out the missions assigned to it.

Thus, with the increasing importance of the tasks of direet and in=
direct sir support for the Army forces, it was inevitable that the two
Air Fleets were forced to conduct their operations in separate and more
or legs independent areas of combat. It was not until the last phase
of operations (Dunkirk) that these two areas were to become adjacent
once more.

Thig tfact, too, serves to justify a separate presentation ot the
course of events during Operation YELLOW (Geldb), despite the fact that
overall employment of all the Luftwafife units in the West continued
to be directed uniformly from the Ottice of the Commander in Chief,

separately
Luf twafte. ?hns we are fully justified in dealing/with the air opera=
tions which tollowed the tirst day of the offensive (desoribed for the
antire front in Chapter III), breaking them down into those assigned
to the Third Air Fleet and those carried out by the Second Air Fleet.

It mugt be borne in mind that the missions assigned to the two Air
Flests were based on a single overall plan, that they supplemented one
another, and that they frequently overlapped, both geographically and
in terms of their effects, along the lines of demarcation. Neverthe-

less the fact remains thet in the actual development of events there

was no close connection and
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no real cooperation between the two Air Fleets. Within the framework
of the objectives assigned to them by the Commander in Chief, Lufiwaffe,
wach Air Fleet carried out its own operations independently of the
other.

The only real connections -~ or im fact instances of close coopera~
tion -= which existed were those between the Second Air Fleet and Army
Group B and between the Third Air Fleet and Army Group 4.

These flotl2, moreover, prove conclusively that the German Luftwaffe
did not wage a uniform strategic air war in the sense defined by Douhet.
Ingtead it considersd its primary mission to be the indirect and == to
an ever inereasing extent -- direct air support of the Army. A4s a
nmatter of tact, the wishes and requirements of the Army Groups, in other
words the ground situation, were the determining factor in the selection
of objectives by the Air Fleets.

The Air Fleets had not been ordered to sct in accordance with the
wishes and requirements of the Army. Yet, with all the forces and re-
gources at their disposal, both Air Fleets did their best to help the
Army in its advance, moved by an inherent readiness to be of help, by
recognition and scourate evaluation of the strategic objectives involv-
ed, and by clear understanding of the operational requirements of the
Army, from which, after all, the vast majority of the Luftwaffe command-
ers had come originally.

The most important immediete gozl for both the Army and the Luft-

waffe was the English Channel.

2 - The guthor can attest personzlly to the accuracy of these facis on
the basis of his experience as Chief of the General Staff of the

Second Air Flest,
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B, The Employment of the Duftwelfe in Strategte Opersticns until the

fehtevement of Atr Superifority

As has already been mentioned in the preceding section, the elimin-
ation of the enemy air forces in the West was the primary prerequisite
for the successful outcome of the overall operation.

The first phase of this action was determined by the goal of the
achievement of air superiority, a goal which -- as a matter of fact --
wis t0 be reached by the tifth day of the otfensive.

The second phase in the elimination of the enemy air forces was
the struggle to achieve air supremscy. This objective, as we shall see,
was attained approximately six days after the achievement of alr super-
ilority.

Thege two points of time in the conduct of the air war should really
be sufficient to provide a clear outline for the account of air sctivity,
if these phases had been self-contained operations capable of being
grouped under the heading of "strategic air warfare".

In reality, however, the situation was quite different. At no time
was the struggle to achieve air superiority more than a part of the
total mission assigned to the strategic air units. For even after the
first day, the indirect and direct air support of the Army continued
to be the decigive tactor, not only in the planning and selection of

missions,
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but -- to an even grester extent -- in the actual execution of air oper-
ations. Successful accomplishment in both these areas of endeavor at
the same time could be achieved only by flexibility of command and by
the rapid shifting of points of main effort,

The need for the latter was met very differently by the two Air
Fleets during the first phase. While the Second Air Fleet, during the
period prior to the achievement of air superiority, considered -- and,
indeed, was forced to consider -- its area of main effort to lie in
the suppert of Army operations and in its own air landing operations,
the Third Air Fleet was confronted with a divided mission, at least
in the beginning. But there can be no doubt that it was the Third Air
Fleet which made the decisive contribution to the achievement of air
guperiority. This was inevitable in view of the strategic nature of
its missions and the geographical area in which it was operating. It
faced the task of holding down the French Air Force, as the most imme-
diately threatening air power, and the British air units which were -
based on the Continent, and of crushing the ground organization which
served them, while the Second Air Fleet had the much easier job of
eliminating the Dutch and Belgian air units, which were recognized to
be inferior to the German luttwaffe.

In spite of this, the first phase does represent a unified opera-
tion along the entire front, and for this reason we are justified in
dealing with it as & unit comprising the first tive days of the otfen-
gsive in the areas of operation of both Air Fleets. We shall follow
the development of operations trom day to day in order to bring out

the simultaneous accomplishment of the most varied missions
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I. The Second Day of ife Otrensive (II May 1940)

A, The Air Situation

The air situation was a complete surprise! The air retaliation
by the enemy, anticipated in anewer to the German air oftfensive of the
tirst day, simply did not materialize.

German leaders had expected and feared that the reaction would
come in the form of & concentrated attack by the enemy bomber unitas on
the highly vulnerable Ruhr Digtrict. But enemy air sctivity had been

. pno heavier than usual during the night of 10/11 Kay, with only ten to
tiftesen sircratt reported over the Ruhr District. During the following
night twenty-five enemy aircratt were reported over that area, coming
#rom Holland and Belgium (which indicated that they were gritish air-
eraft). There was bombardment during both nights, but the damage was
slight. During the gecond night, the enemy aircratt also bombarded
gcattersd German airtields, but unimportant ones, and here, too, the
damage was insiginficant.

Nor did the second reaction anticipated by German leaders come to
pass -=- & concentrated enemy attack designed to disrupt German ground
operations in the West. There was no sign that the enemy was even

the
planning such an attack. Thus/German ground operations, of which the
eneny had become olearly aware in the meantime, were sate from any

intertference tor the moment!
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On 11 May, sporadic enemy fighter sctivity was noted, and it appear-
ed on the whale that the participating units were somewhat beitwe orga-
nized than they had been the previous day. But even on 11 May =- and
this was decisive for the German ground operations -- the enemy proved
unable to stop the advance of the German Army at any point, either on
the ground or from the air. In other words, neither the bombers nor
the fighters were really etfective.

Enemy aerial reconnsissance was also slight during the day, and
was restricted to short penetration tlights over the border area.

During the course of 11 May, a strong Luftwaffe force continued
aerial reconnaissance and bombardment activity over Holland, Belgium,
and eastern and central France.

Long-range aerial reconnaissance, especially, played an important
role in providing an accurate picture of the movements and deployment
maneuvers of the Allied armies,

The following data brought in by the long-range reconnaissance
squadrons were of particular signiticance:

1) Troop and gupply transport movements had been clearly identi-
fied slong the route from Antwerp towards the areas ol Hertogenbosch,
Breds, and Rosendaal, obviously an attempt to come up behind the German
gir landing force in Fortress Holland.

2) The advance of the Anglo-French armies from northwestern
France seross the French-Belgian border into the Belgian theater of
operations, already anticipated by the Cerman commanders, had been
identified and confirmed.

3) Large supply transports had been identified proceeding from
the Reims-laon-5t. Quentin area fa'ards the northeast and the east.

Coupled with this information, reporbs to the effeot
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that supplies were being unloaded in the Charleville-Sedan area in the
Meuge sector seemed to make it certain that countermeasures were being
prepared ahead of the front of the German breakthrough armies, whose
gdvance force, the panzer unitg, were pushing on across Luxemburg and
through the Ardennes.

In any case, the enemy situation was clear beyond sny doubt.

B. Thoe Secont &ir Fleet
The commitment of the Second Air Fleet on the second day of the of-
fensive was necessarily determined by the developments of the first day.
From both the tacticsl and strategic points of view, its primary mis-
sion during the second day was providing air support for the ground
operations of the Army.
1) The units under the command of the Special Duty General contin-
ued to support the air landing operation in Fortress leland4.

2) The units of the VIII Air Corps continued to support the ad-

vancs of the Sixth Army in Belgiun.

4 - Here, snd at numerous other points in the following account of the
migsions and activity of the Second Air Fleet, the nmissions of the
units under the command of the Special Duty General and of the VIII
Air Corps are simply listed day by day in the interests of complete-
ness.

Detailed descriptions are unnecessary in this context, inasmuch as
the activity of both groups is covered in full detail in the two
preceding chapters. The units under the command of the Special Duty
General are dealt with in Chapter IV, "The Air Landing Actions with=
in the Framework of Operation YELLOW", and those of the VIII Air
Corps in Chapter V, "The Employment of the Close-Support Units of
the VIII Air Coxrps".

The reader is sdviged to refer back to these two chapters frequently
in order to supplement end complete the picture presented in the
present chapter. This should not be diffieult in view of the fact
that in all three chapters events are treated on a day to day basis.
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The bombardment of enemy airfields was relegated fo the back-
ground. The long-range targets of 10 May (Anglo-Fremch fighter
bases on the Channel coast) were abandoned in favor of the closer
girfields of the Dutch and Belgian air forces. Three fields in
Belgium, located in the srea of operations of the VIII Air Corps,
and three on the Dutch peninsula north of Amsterdam were bombarded.
The attacks on the Dutch fields were carried out by units under
the command of the Special Duty General in an attempt to prevent
the Dutech air units from interfering with the air landing force
in Fortress Holland.

The gttacks on the Belgian airfields had a direct tactical con-
nection with the missions of the VIII iir Corps.

Thus, in the geographical area under the jurisdiction of the
Second Air Fleet, activity directed against the enemy air forces
and their ground organization played no more than a minor role
and only insofar as it was dictated by the tactical requirements
of the ground operatioms.

It had nothing whatsoever do do with strategic air warfare in
the true gense of the term.

As far as long-range air attacks were concerned, the emphasis
during the seccnd day lay clearly on the indireet support of the
Army in the Belgian theater and on the Belgian-French border.

These attacks, continuing on into the night, were successtul.
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Specifically, the IV Air Corps carried out the following misgions:

a) Attacks on enemy troop columns (most of them motorized) were

carried out east of the line Antwerp-Brussels-Charleroi. Most
of these solumns were obviously on their way o the sasembly
area of the Belgian Army to the east.
These missions had & direct connection with the advance of
the German Sixth Army, and served to supplement the close-
gupport migsions flown by the VIII Air Corps in the depths
of enemy territory.

b) Traffic facilities -- railway depots, railway lines, and roll-
ing stock -- all over the Belgian theater of operations were
gubjected to repeated heavy bombardment. The focal point of
thege attacks lay just to the north of the French-Belgian
border. Their purpose was to disrupt and delay the movement
ot the Anglo-French armies into the Belgian theater.

All of thege attacks served the indirect support of the Army
operations on the ground.

5) On this particular day the IV Air Corps paid relatively little
attention to the targets represented by the harbors and naval
traffiec along the Channel. Only two harbors, Vlissingen and
Middelburg (both on the island of Walchersn), were attacked by
2 small torce, which managed to hit a number of transport ships.

6) Aerial reconnaissance was carried on assiduously and success-
fully. The picture of the enemy situation became clearer and
clearer, particularly as regarded enemy activity at sea and

along the coast.

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQO12958




THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

e

221

Extensive, long-range aerial reconnaissance of the enemy ground or=-
ganization facilities (in the area Compiegne-Chartres-Tours-Chatesuroux-
Nevers-Metz) had already revealed that the enemy was beginning to move
his bomber units from central France into the Belgian theater of opera-
tionss.

Consequently, concenirated atiacks were carried out on sir bases,
airtield complexes, and about twenty other individual airfields. Due
to the number ot targets involved, it is impossible to reconstruct which
ones were assigned to the various air corps, as we were able %o do in
connection with the Second Air Fleet.

Once aguin the point of main erfort lay in the area south and west
of the planned German breakthrough front -- the close coordination of
air and ground operations soon becomes apparent in the conduct of so-
called "strategic air wartare".

Long-range air attacks were carried out as far to the southwest as
the Loire (Orleans) and Bourgeas.

The attacks on air bases and aircratt parks presumably hed the most
far-reaching etfects, for it could be assumed that they did much to
disrupt supply and sircratt repair activity (particularly at the air

base near Mets and at the Romilly airoraft park).

The secondary mission, as we have mentioned, was the providing of
indirect support for Army operations.
Aerigl recomnaissance had discovered that the enemy was digpatching

troop and supply transport columns from the ares of Reims-Laon-S5t. Quentin

5 - New bomber units were observed, for exauple, at Le Bourget and Villa-
coublay.

6 - According to the situation reports of the Commander in Chief, Iuftwaile,
approximately 100 aircraft were destroyed out in the open and 100 - 150
in the hangars.

e ————— |
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towards the northeast, and that unloading sctivity was going on in the
Meuse sector between Sedan and kMezieres.
Hereupon attacks were carried out on railway lines and rolling
stock along the French defense line (from Verdun via Sedan, Mezieres,
Charleville,
and/@axriersky then to the morth %o Givet and to the northwest to Aul-

noys), which ran parallel to and just in tront ot the German breakihrough

front. The attacks were successful and managed to disrupt transport se-

tivity at at least twenty different points. This was an air action di-
rectly connected with the ground operations of the German panzer units,
which were moving forward out of the Ardennes lowards the Meuse on both
gides ot the Sedan-Charleville area. During the days to follow, this
indirect support of Army operations by means of air attacks on enemy
transport tacilities was to change gradually into direct suppor®.

On 11 May, however, there were only a few units concerned with di=
rect support of ground operations. Their commitment, in the Ardennes,
. geens to have been quite successful. Low-level attacks (especially by

the dive bombers) over the area of Bouillon (northeast of Sedan) and near
the Semois River did much to facilitate the crossing of the river for
the panzer units. There is no information available on the strength

and composition of the units participating.

Summery

In contrast to the Second Air Fleet, the Third Air Fleet had utilized
the majority of its forces to carry on ths strategic air war. At the
game time, however, & number of units were committed in actions designed

to support the operations on the ground.

ﬂ
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II. The Third Day of tfe Offemsive [IZ7 Nay I970)

A, The &Iz Situstieon

Once again, enemy air activity during the night had been sur-
prisingly slight. Scattered bombardment of the Rhine-Eifel area had
been reported. The members of the staff of the Commander in Chief,
Luftwaffe, were beginning to think that the Allied bomber forces were

being employed without any plan whalsoever.

On 12 May, German long-range aerial reconnaissance activity was
. devoted chiefly to observing the Angle-French bomber units. The report
thet bomber units were being concentrated in the theater of operations
could not be confirmed. It was noted, however, that action was Deing
taken to move them somewhat closer to it; the majority were being
brought into the Paris, Reims, and St. Dizier aress.

Enemy aerial reconnaissance activity was remarkably slight and
was restricted to German territory just inside the border.

On this day there was almost no enemy fighter agtivity over the
Duteh and Belgian operational areas. Even the antiaircrait artillery
defenges had become noticeably weaker, so that the German units were
able to carry out their missions practically without interferemce. It
was only over the area just ahead of the German breakthrough front, over
the Meuse sector, that a tightly concentrated group of enemy defense
fighters made their appearance during the day. Antiasireratt artillery

defenses, too, were stronger than before in this area
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and zlso in the vicinity of the airfield at liourmelon.

The behaviour of the Allied air forces on the third day of the of-
fengive was extremely puzzling, particularly in respect to their utter
passiveness in all areas. The gbsence of a systematic counterattack
by the bomber forces might possibly be explained by the theory that
Allied gir commanders were holding back their gtrategic air units -- as-
suming that they possessed them -- until the situstion was perfectly
clear, so that they could then commit them en masse at the focal point
of operations.

But the fact that neither reconnaissance nor fighter aircraft were
very much in evidence gave rise to the general conclusions that, first,
the French air commanders were still paralyzed by the surprising devel-
opments of the first two days and still in a state of disorganization,
and second, the German attacks om the ground organization had not only
resulted in really serious losses; but haed also torced the dissipation
. of those units still capable of operation by making it necessary to

digtrivute them over widely scattered gmall emergency fields. If this
was really the case, then it was clear that there would be difficulties
and delays in orgenizing them for commitment.

At the same time, however, during the course of 12 May German lead-
ers gradually became convinced of the fact that the German Luftwaffe

was steadily gaining superiority over the enemy.

B, The Secemt &ty FIeet

During 12 May the Second Air Fleet concentrated exclusively on the

tagk of providing direct and indirect sir support for the operations of

the Army.

e e se— T T
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On this day there were no attacks whatsoever on the enemy ground or-

ganization.

The geographical areas concerned, as regards the direct air support
actions, were the same as on the preceding days:

1) Air units under the command of the Special Duty Generals sup-

port of the air landing operation in Holland, which was now

no longer in a eritical situation (at least psychologically),
since the advance elements of the 9th Panzer Division, BEighteenth
Army, had managed to contact the paratroopers at the gouthern
bridgehead near Moerdijk the previous evening.

2) Units of the VIII Air Corpss provision of air support for the

advance of the Sixth Army in eastern Belgium.

As regards indirect support of Army Group B, the entire IV Air

the
Corps was employed in missions agninat/mnrching routes, transport routes,
and troop assembly areas used by the Anglo-French armies during their
. trek from northern France into Belgium. The attacks caused a great
deal of damage to the enemy communications lines and thus did much to
delay the progress of the armies.

The fighter aircraft and, above all, the II Antiaircraft Artillery
Corps made certain that the German armies could advance without enemy
interference., They were employed over the front, ahead of the front,
and at the Meuse bridges in the rear area, &8 well as at a number of

other bottleneck areas.

C. The Ttz Atr Fleet

On 12 May the Third Air Fleet was once again faced with two missions:

continuation of the attacks on the Anglo-French air forces
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and on their ground organization installations, and the providing of in-
direct air support for the German offensive front by means of attacks
on transport facilities, troop movements, and troop assembly areas.

1) The struggle against the enemy air forces was continued, partly
in the form of repeated attacks on targets which had already
been hit and partly in atiacks on new targets. The focal point
on 12 May was the French base of air operations %o the south
of the future breakthrough front (in the Verdun-Toul-Epinal

area), and -- ror the first time -- the airfields in the Strass-

burg area. The purpose was to eliminate the possibility of
enemy interference along the flank or in the rear of the German
ground foroe.
Although the German sircrait ran into heavy French tighter de=-
fenses on one or two occasions, their attacks on the air bases
at Reims and Mourmelon (two large bases lying ahead of the

. breakthrough front) were particularly effective.

2) The mission of indirect support ot Army operations was carried
out in approximately the same geographical area as the preced=
ing day. As before, its purpose was to bombard tramsport faci-
lities (rail depots, railway liges, transpert trains), troop
movements along highways, and troop concentration areas direct-
1y ahead of the panzer wedge in order to nip in the bud any
snemy attempt at a counteraction.

The majority of attacks were carried out in the Begumont-Charle-
ville-Stenay-Rethel area. Another important target was the

direct railway line
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between Verdun and Givet, through the keuse valley. The attack
was a complete success and served to intensity the damage al-
ready done the day beifore.

A smaller force was also assigned to bombard transport facili-

ties and troop movements along the French-Belgian border in the
Lille-Douai-Valenciennes-Avesnes-Laon ares, in order to supple-
ment the attacks carried out on transport activity in the areas

already mentioned.

"' Summary
The struggle to eliminate the Allied air forces and their ground
organization facilities was only & part of the mission of the Third Air
Fleet on 12 May 1940,
The majority of the Luttwatfe forces stationed in the West had al=-
ready gone over %o indirect air support tor the ground operations.
Apart trom the missions ot the units of the Special Duty General and
. the VIII Air Corps, which were largely tactical in nature, their sc-
tivity was characterized by two points of main etfort which were of
gtrategic importance.
1) The large-scale concentrated attacks carried out by the Third
Air Fleet to the west and the gouth of the proposed breakthrough
point on the Meuse, which point to a close coordination of the
operations of the Luttwatfe and the Army; and
2) The attacks carried out by both Air Fleets on the enemy trans-
portation system in the depths of their regpective operational
areag, attacks which supplemented each other on both sides of
the French-Belgian border and whose purpose was %o disrupt

enemy preparations for gending troops and supplies to Belgium
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artillery batteries, ammunition depots, troop concentrations, marching
columns, and railway depots in the entire operational area of the com-
ing panzer breakthrough. The focal point of the attacks was the Charle-
ville-Sedan area.

This tight concentration of a strong force over a limited area made
it possible to frustrate the enemy attempt to defend the Msuse sector
and to prevent the bringing up of enemy forces for a counterthrust. As
a result the advance elements of two divisions of the Panzer Group von
Kleist were able to get across the Meuse at various points between Sedan
and Charleville,

This action resulting in direct support of the ground operations
was supplemented by a number of missions designed to provide indirect
support along the same front. Heavy attacks were carried out against
the same targets as on the previous day, i.e. transportation facilities

located immediately in frront of the breakthrough area.

Sasmery

hpart from the minor attacks carried out on enemy airfields by the
Third Air Fleet, on 13 lMay both Air Fleets concentrated all their forces
on providing direct and indirect support for Army operations.
This fact points to two things:
1) At this stage ot the developments, enemy air power already
geemed to have been eliminated, or at least paralyzed. In

any case the enemy air forces were not in a position to
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Enemy Kircralt Losses in ihe West

D % 1940
Aircratt Aircraft Aircraft
Adircraft Total
Day Sugerior Shot Down Shot Down Destroyed Wnhed Assumed
qs in Combat by AAA ot Oromnd, (eanfivmed) Destroyed
(confirmed) (confirmed) in Hangars
10 May 24 AF 41 (18) 1 173-184(41) 215-226(59) 155 (?)
10 May  3d AF 23 - 35-40 5863 200-450(?)
11 May 24 AF 25 (10) T 88 (67) 120 (77) ?
11 Hay 3d AF 27 - 100 127 100-150(?)
12 May 24 AF 34 (13) 50 26 (16) 112 (29) -
12 May 3d AP 10 (7) 6 80-90 (5) 96-106(12) -
13 May  2d AF 23 (20) 3 38 (6) 64 (21) -
13 May  3d AF 29 (13) 16 (1) 18 (6) 63 (20) -
13 May Spec. 3 (1) 21 - 24 (1) -
Dty.
Gen.
Qrms 215 (82) 104 (1) 560 (141)  879-905(219) 455-755(?)

——————

There are a number of points which ought to be mentioned in connec-
tion with the above table:

1) At first glance the‘ figures seem to be inordinately high, and it
may be assumed that, in part at least, they are based on estimates ("Air-
eraft Assumed Degtroyed in Hangars", for example). But even if one dis-
counts training aircraft, commercial aircraft, factory and test aircratt,

and possibly even uummy aircrait,
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to Allied air power.

2) As tar as the French Air Force is coneerned, the majority of
losses were probably made up from the aerial reconnaissance units oper-
ating along the front and -- to a lesser degree -~ irom the close-support
units stationed in the torward area. Some fighter aircrait were presum-
ably also destroyed, although on the tirst day a good many managed to
get into the air in time to escape the bombs released over their air-
tields!.

3) The Dutch Air Force was considered completely eliminated for
all practical purposes, and the Belgian Air Force considerably weakened.

4) There ig no doubt that the combat readiness of the French Air
Force was seriously jeopardized by the destruction of hangars at the
French sirfields and especially the so-called air bases and by the pre-
gumed degtruction of the aireraft parked inside the hangars.

5) Even before the German air sttecks, & number of French air
units had besn moved to emergency fields. As & result of the German
attacks, additional moves were necessary, and it can be assumed with

certainty that this served to reduce their combat readiness even further.

7 = The situation report of the Commander in Chiel, Iuftwafie, contains
the tollowing comments on the statistics given:

2) The summary includes aircraft ot all types and models. It can De
assumed that the majority are combat sircratt. The figures in
pnranthesfh refer to fighter sirerait.

b) The enemy sirerart downed within the area of jurisdiction of the
Special Duty General during the period 10 through 12 May are in-
cluded in the tigures given for the Air Fleets.
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6) There is nothing in the table to indicate in how tar those ele-
ments of the Royal Air Force stationed on the Continent were atfected,
In any case, their losses aust have been considerable, even it one only
takes into account the British bomber attack on the Meuse bridges near

Maagtricht, with its heavy losses.

Now let us compare the official German gtatistics on enemy airorait
losses with a table of German losses for the same period. The table
below has been prepared by the author on the basis of the daily gitua-

tion reports of the Office of the Commander in Chief, Luttwaffe.

German Aircrstt Teosses during the Period

D through I 1940
Day Aircratt type Daily
Ju He Do Ju Me Me Hs Do He Fi Losses
BB 311 & A7 87 109 110 126 215 115 156
10 May 9 24 14 2 25 - - 2 5 2 83
. May 2 17 3 8 4 6 2 - - - 42
12 May 2 13 6 2 - 4 - - - 5 31
13 May 3 12 - 2 6 3 - - - - 26

POTALS 16 66 25 14 35 13 2 2 5 T 183

The gbove table does not take into meccount the extremely high

losges in Ju-52's (transport gircratt) suffered in Holland
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IV. The Firth Day of thie Uffensive {17 Hay 1920)

A, The Zfr Situstien

Again, during the night there had been no more than ten to fif-
teen enemy sircratt reported flying in over the Reich from Holland and
Belgium (tims British bombers from bases in England). Boumbds had been
dropped over the Ehine-Ruhr area but had caused no serious damage. As

before, the staff of the Commander in Chief, Iuftwaffe, was convinced

that there was no plan behind the enemy flights.

. This serves to explain the appraisal of the situation which was
gaining currency at that time in the office of the Commander in Chief,
Luftwaffe. In retrospect, however, it is clear that the situgtion was
somewhat different.

in underlying plan becomes apparent if one congiders these night
flights as preparatory missions, as training and navigation practice
tlights, in short as preparation for a large-scale operation to follow.

. It geems likely that the main purpose of the flights was to test new
redio direction techniques. The bombardment gerved the dual purpose
of camouflageing the real significance of the flights and of creating
unrest among the population and disrupting production in the Rubr Dis-
trict at the same time. The British were operating in terms of long-
range planning. They could afford to wait. The outcome of the struggle
going on on the Continent did not concern them directly as yet -- they
were planning for the future.

There was relatively little enemy reconnaigsance activity, their

gireraft coming only as far as the BRhine.
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Unusually lively activity was noted at the airtields near Briigge,
Ghent, Dunkirk, and Abbeville along the coast of Belgium and northern

France. ‘his seemed to indicate that the tields were being readied to

accomodate British bomber units.

Theft main event on 14 May was the first large-scale attack by a
strong force of enemy bombers aud fighters on the Sedan-Charleville
area, near the Meuse crossing points of the German panszer units. In
aerial combat alone a total of sixty-nine enemy aircraft were brought

down (total conﬁmed)e. The attack was beaten off with heavy losses

. for the enumy9 .

8 - See the chapter dealing with the employment of the Antiaircraft Ar-
tillery Corps for the number of enemy aircratt brought down by artil-
lery.

9 - Winston Churchill (Their Finest Hour, pages 59-60 of the German edi-
tion ("Englande grésste Stunde")) writes the following about the
British bomber units participating in the attacks "During the 14th
the bad news began to come in. At first all was vague. At T P.M,

. I read to the Cabinet a message received from M. Heynaud stating
that the Cermans had broken through at Sedan, that the French were
unable to resist the combination ot tanks and dive-bombing, and ask-
ing for ten more squadrons of fighters to re-establish the line."
Churchill's report continues: “All the British air squadrons fought
pontinuously, their principal effort being against the pontoon
bridges in the Sedan area. Several of these were destroyed and others
damaged in desperate and devoted attacks. The losses in the low-level
attacks on the bridges from the Geiman antiaircraft artillery were
eruel. In one case, of six airerart only one returned irom the suc-
cesstul task. On this day alone we lost a total of sixty-seven ma-
chines, and being engaged principally with the enemy's antisircrart
torces, accounted Ior only rifty-three German girerart. That night
there remained in France of the Royal Air Force only 206 serviceable
aircratt out of 474."
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concentration of a strong air defense force at the main crossing points
along the Meuse. In addition to their missions as fighter escorts for
the Garman bomber units, the single-engine and twin-engine fighters
wers employed to cover the river crosasing points used by the Army. The
effectiveness of the tighter force was augnented by the asssignment of
the majority of the I Antiaircraft Artillery Corps to the same area.
Tt wap this concentrated air defense force which met the aforemen-
tioned British bomber units and beat them back under heavy losses.
. Sumuary
The following developments must be regarded as the most significant
phenomena of the fifth day of the offensive:
1) The Luftwaffe had played a decisive role in furthering the
Army's mein operation on the middle gector of the front. The
Germen forces had broken through the Maginot Line, and the
panger wedge was already moving forward west of the Meuse into
. the depths of enemy territory.
2) For the first time, the Luftwaffe alone hed taken over the task
of screening the vulnerable gouthern flank of the Army force
in an action which had been carefully planned and exactly coor=
dinated with the requirements of the Army. This represented
a "new" weapon in the conduct of war -= the commitment of air
units end tenks to supplement each other in strategic joint

operations over long distances and ageinst remote targets.

e — —— ||
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This was something entirely new and gomething which, must be examin-
ed more closely in respect to the actions which preceded it.

The course of events in the operational area assigned to the Third
Lir Fleset since the beginning of the offensive is a charecteristic ex-
ample of preparations for a decisive breakthrough action and for the
gereening of the open flank of the breakthrough force by the Luftwaffe
in the form of indirect air support. During the entire period the focal
point of Luftwaffe aotivity had lain in the destruction and disruption
of the enemy's transport network (reil and highway) both in fromt of
the proposed breakthrough front and along the southern flank of the
breakthrough foroce.

Were textual description of these events is inadequate, since it
cannot evoke a sufficiently clear picture of the execution of this
operation. For this reason the author heg attempted to illustrate the
distribution of the air attacks, and thus the selection of targets,
by maa;; of a map.

The map includedlo reflects all the bombardment missions flown
against the enemy's transportation network along the Meuse in the Sedan-
Charleville area during the four days between 11 and 14 May, thus prior

to and during the breskthrough operation -- that is, all those

——

10 - See Appendix 59; Map of France (scale 1:200,000), the sheets show-
ing the Mezieres and Chalons areas.

— e —
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missions listed in the situation reports of the Commander in Chief, Luft-

The markings on the map -- each bombardment mission is indicated by

a hegvy blue dot12 -- reveal the following:

1)
¢
LY
2)
3)

Ahead of the front line of the Panzer Group von Kleist there is
a clearly recognizable strip of enemy territory inside of which
the entire transportation gystem of the Meuse valley (from Ver-
dun via Stensy, Sedan, Charleville, and Fumay to Givet) has
been cordoned off.

Thig was to prevent, or at least delay, the enemy from moving
any more troops or supplies along the highways or railways in
the Meuse sector on either side of Charleville~Sedan. Such an
attempt on the part of the enemy had been anticipated, and in
fact was already under way at some points. In these instances,
the enemy was to be prevented from bringing up additional rein-
torcements from the tortified area around Verdun.

The systematic destruction of the railway lines leading from
the Aulnoys-Avesnes-Maubeuge area via Hirgon to Charleville
also helped to preveni the enemy from bringing up troops by
rail from the west and northwest. These attacks were an inte-
gral part of the Luftwaffe plan to achieve air guperiority

over the Meuse valley.

3till & third point of main effort is outlined on either side
of the Argonne and to the gsouth of the wooded area. All of

tpese attacks, whose focal points can be clearly recognized --

11 - Almost all the place names mentioned in the situ;tion.reportn were
found on the map; certainly mo more than % are missing.
12 - The blue @ot signifies only the fact that an attack took place and
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first in_ the south between Revigny and Ste. Menehould, andrthen around
the Vouziers-Rethel area -- served the immediate objective, vital if
the Meuse valley was to be completely cut off from the enemy, of pre-
venting or rather obstructing a new concentration of enemy troops in
the Meuse sector as long as there was still time for this and a chance
that it would be undertaken.

Their long-range purpose, however, was fo screen the German attack
force towards the south == in other words to provide cover for the wvul-
nerable flank.

It was at that point, when the French defenses on the Meuse near
Charleville and Sedan had been broken through and the forward German
tanks were already advancing west of the river, that these problems
of cutting off the Meuse valley and providing cover for the flank be=
came urgent.

A glance at the map shows clearly that, by cutting off the Meuse
valley south of the German breakthrough front, any and all attempts by
the French to organize a new counteroperation from the Verdun-St. Dizier
or the Reims-Chalons areas, could =~ and had to == be met.

4) The systematic plan behind the commitment of the bomber units
of the Third Air Fleet during four decisive days becomes evident from
the overall picture. None of the attacks was an end in itself; every
one was carried out in the interests of' the ground operations of the
Army .

The attacks were a part of a long-range plan. By disrupting the

ensny's entire transportation network,
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they made it impossible for French military leaders to react guickly

and effectively to the German plan of operation, which, of course, had

been clearly recognized in the meantime.

In spite of the concurrent need for continued assignment of air

5) The map picture, however, is not entirely complete. The bom-

bardment of the enery transportation system by the Third Air Fleet

spread out beyond the limits of the present map into the area around

units to the strategic air war against Anglo-French air power, the pro-
blem ot the formation of erfective points of main effort in air opera-

tions had been solved in an exemplary manner. The Army was the winner.

Metz, after reconnaissance hed revealed heavy traftic along the railway

line Metz-Disdenhofen-Conflans in both directicns.

6) 4s far as the ground situation on boih sides is concerned,

markings on the map are neither entirely up to date nor do they conform

th the status achieved as of 14 May. They only outline the general
. direction of thrust of the German panzer units towards the Meuse.
The addition of further detailed markings would have intertered

with the real purpose of the map.

So much for the systematic employment of the Luftwaife in this
operational area during the period in question.

On the fitrth day of the German offensive, the Allied air forces

had geized the initiative for the tirst time and had concentrated their

bomber units -- hardly in evidence prior to that time -- in a lsrge-
gscale attack on the strategically proper and most important point of-
fered by the overall situation -- on the highly vulherable crossing

points on the
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The first goal of air operations had been reached ahead of schedule --
air superiority had been gohieved!

Another six days were to pass betore the second goal was attained -~
the aschievement of air supremacy. The report for 21 May of the Wehrmacht
High Command was fto contain the words "complete domination of the air-
space".,

Thus the fifth day of the of fensive represents a definite bresk in
the development of operations in the West. This was not only due to
the fact that air superiority had been schieved; there were two other

. slements of importance. And the combination of all three of these ele-
pents -- esch of them signifying a mpreak” in operations in its owmn
right -- results in the gituation as of the evening of 14 Mays

1) Air ﬁépuriority had been achieved along the entire Western
front,

2) The decisive breakthrough operation on the middle gector of

. the front had been carried through with success -= with the
decisive assistance of the Luftwaffe. The way to the Channel
was now open to the torward panzer units making up the advance
wedge.

Their vulnerable southern £lank wes being screened by the Luft-
waffe alone.

3) Along the extreme northern sector of the fronf-, the air land=
ing operation in Fortress Holland had been brought to a suc-
cessful conclusion. The bombardment of Rotterdam had been
followed by the caplitulation ot the Dutch Army.

The northern pillar of defense nad been eliminated from the
operational planning of the Western Allies -- thanks %o the

initiative of the Iuftwaife.

e I
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Significantly large elements o the Army and the Luftwaffe had

been freed for assignment elsewhere.

Thus the strategic thinking and planning of Germany's air leaders
had been fully substantiated -- at a surprisingly early stage of opera-
tions. The application of the gecrat of success learned during the cam-
paign in Poland, the repetition of the Blitzkrieg on the ground end in
the air, had borme fruit once again. This seemed all the more signifi-
cant in view of the fact that the Luftwaffe hed gone into action under
circumstances vastly different from those obtaining in Poland eight
months before.

In the West the Luftwaife was facing an enemy believed -- in the
beginning, at sny rate -= to be numerically, technically, and profea-
sionally & match for it. Tt was realized that weather conmditions in
the West would be far less favorable than in Poland, whose climate is
subject to Continental influences, Amd it was clear from the beginning
thet the task of providing air support for the Army would be far more
important in the West than in Poland, where the principle mission of
the Luftwaffe had been the elimination of the Polish Air Force, which,
morsover, had been inferior to the German air units.

Nevertheless -- the gamble succeeded,

Both Air Fleets had made = beginning in the strategic air opera-
tions envisioned by German air leaders. On the second day, however,
the chief responsibility for this task had clearly devolved upon the

Third Air Fleet.
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Far in the rear of the Army, the tortitications of Liege were
still encircled and being battered down by the Army and the
Iluttwafte.

In Belgium, south of the Sambre-leuse line, the Fourth Army
had torced its way scross the Meuse between Fumsy and Namur
and was advaneing in the general direction of Maubeuge. It
served to cover the right flank of the German panzer wedge,
which was advancing south of it.

In northeastern France, the gap across the Meuse in the Charle-
ville-Sedan area was being widened to permit & full-scale
breakthrough to the west. Preparations are under way for the
decigive operation to be carried out by the Panzer Group von
Kleist. By the evening of 15 May, the forward elements of

the XXXXI Corps (the Panger Corps Reinhardt), coming from
Charleville, had reached lMontcornet (thirty-four miles west-
southwest of Mezieres), and the XIX Corps (the Panzer Corps
Guderian) had arrived in the area between Sedan and Rethe1.2
Other tank units were covering the area south of Sedan towards
the south, while the Infantry Corps, south of Carignan, had
been pushing forward towards the south..3
To the east, as far as the former German border, the sifuation

remained much the same as before, apart from a few minor gains

along the front.

2 = Acoording to the situation map of the Army High Command for the

evening ot 15 May.
3 = The place names mentioned s0 far along the breakthrough front can

be found on the map included in Appendix 59.
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6) HNor had there been any gigniticant chang

e in the tront in the

operational area assigned to Army Group C.

The main event of 15 May was the succegstul German breakthrough 8n the

middle sector ot the iront.
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4., ZIr Operstions FPrier Te Aehtevement of Alr z0

I. Strstegie fifr tions Dest to Sereen the Flank of the

Ground Operstion
The period of time between the achievement of air superiority,
on 14 May, and the establishment of total air supremacy, on 20 May,
included the period of strategic air operations degigned to screen the
flank of the ground operation.
Like all slogans, the phrase "strategic coverage of the flank"
. ghould be uged circumspectly, for naturally the screening of the Army
operational flanks was not the only mission of the Iuftwaffe during

the psriod in question. Nor was this mission limited to this parti-

cular period. It is true, however, that during this phase it was the
most important and at the game time the newest and most effective me-
thod in the strategic employment of the Luftwaffe.
T+ is not mere chance that this period coincides almost exactly

with

. %y the lebgth of time required for the strategiocally decisive thrust
of the panzer wedge through to its first objective, the Channel coast.
For the surprisingly rapid achievement of this objective would not have
been possible without the aid of the Luftwaffe in soreening the flanks
of the thrust operation. This provides clear evidence of the close

interrelationship of ground and air operations.
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Before we proceed to our account of the events which tock place
in the operational areas of the two Air Fleets, let us turn to the
larger picture of the coordingtion necessary between the two in order
to achieve the strategic objective already referred to.

Ag we have already mentioned, the change in the assignment of two

Air Corps (the I and the VIII) also brought about changes in the opera-

tional areas concerned, although thsre are no documents available to
gubstantiate this contention.

Nevertheless, by following the operations of the two Aiy Fleets
and by comparing the problems assigned to and the missions carried out
by them after 15 lay, we ocan deduce with some degree of certainty that
the I Air Corps, after its reapgignment, was not transferred to the
geographical area under the jurisdiction of the Second Alr Pleet (nei-
ther to its take-off bases nor to its area of operations). Instead,
it seems clear that the Second Air Fleet, in taking over comnmand of

. the I Air Cérps, extended its operational area to include the sectors
previously assigned to the Corps. The southern demarcation line of
the new area, which then became the line of demarcation between the
Second and Third Air Fleets, cannot be clearly defined for the begin-
ning of the period. The problem assigned %o the I Air Corps remained
the same for the time being; 1t was %o continue to support the advance
of the Fourth Army, which was fighting its way across the Meuse on

either side of the Dinant=-Givet area.
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